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I need scarcely say I felt honoured at 
receiving an invitation to open a discussion here 
at your quarterly meeting, and it affords me 
pleasure to come here to meet your members. 

When your Secretary invited me to address 
you on some public health subject, it occurred 
to me that a discussion on the present-day laws 
as affecting the production of milk at the farm, 
might prove of interest to your members, 

I am fully aware that this subject has been 
discussed to such an extent during the past few 
years that it has become threadbare for some 
of us, yet we find there is still much to be learned 
concerning it. 

The aim of all this present-day legislation in 
connection with milk is to reduce, or even wipe 
out, the possibility of conveying disease to 
human beings by means of milk. The most out- 
standing problem in this connection is the 
eradication of bovine tuberculosis, All of these 
efforts towards the eradication of disease 
(leaving out the immediate economic purely self- 
interests of the owners of the cows) hang on the 
question of improving the health of the people ; 
in other words, the happiness and comfort of 
man. 

The health of the people is the wealth of the 
nation, as that good health increases the power 
and desire for work, and, therefore, it is the 
duty of every community in its own interests 
to aim at a high standard of health. 

The special value of bacteriologically clean, 
new, raw milk as a food is being increasingly 
recognised by the general public, who are also 
fully alive to the fact that milk, owing to the 
presence of pathogenic germs in it, may prove 
a dangerous food. Thus we see that, owing to 
its high nutritive value on the one hand, and its 
disease producing possibilities on the other, the 
interest of active social reformers in the pro- 
duction of clean milk from healthy cows con- 
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tinues unabated. In this connection, the claims 
and rights of the members of the veterinary 
profession to deal with the clinical examination 
and treatment of the living cow have now come 
to be recognised and the true position of the 
veterinary inspector in relation to publie health 
is’ gradually beeoming properly established. 
This is illustrated by the increasing number of 
County Councils and other local authorities who 
are utilising veterinary surgeons to carry out 
increased regular routine inspection of all dairy 
herds in their respective areas, 

As you all know, there are two Government 
Departments in this country interested in dairy 
eattle. The Ministry of Agriculture deals with 
the control of the Scheduled Contagious Diseases 
of animals, including cases which come under 
the Tuberculosis Order, and the other Govern- 
ment Department, the Ministry of Health, are 
responsible for the Orders in connection with 
the control of milk, 

The passing of the Milk and Dairies (Con- 
solidation) Act, 1915, rendered all previous 
Regulations and Orders obsolete. This Act, 
which came into foree in 1925, contains 
important provisions for securing the purity of 
milk, and for ensuring that local authorities 
carry out their duties under the Act. In addi- 
tion to this Act we have other legal enactments 
affecting the milk supply: Milk and Dairies 
(Amendment) Act, 1922; Milk (Special Designa- 
tions) Order, 1925; Milk and Dairies Order, 
1926, and the Tuberculosis Order, 1925. 

These Acts and Orders have now been 
functioning for some years, and in general 
practice it is found by those whose duty it is 
to carry out their provisions, that the objectives 
aimed at by the originators and promoters of 
these measures are not, being attained. 

To some extent this is due to the nebulous and 
indefinite wording of the Orders. Previous to 
1925, many local authorities had their own bye- 
laws with respect to dairies and cowsheds in 
which full details were stated, e.g, giving actual 
measurements required for cubie capacity, floor 
space, ete. No such details are given tn the 
Milk and Dairies Acts and Orders, It is 
stated that adequate lighting, ventilation, cubic 
capacity, ete. is required, but as no guidance 
is given to local authorities, the uniformity 
aimed at through present-day legislation is not 
achieved, as the estimate of adequate cubic capa- 
city and other details varies in different parts 
of the country, and with different inspectors. 
Generally speaking, there is an emphatie lack of 
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uniformity all over the country—as definite 
standards are not laid down in the Orders, there 
is much confusion in the minds, not only of the 
general public, but of many of the persons 
directly connected with the trade. 


The Milk and Dairies (Consolidation) Aet, 1915 

This is an Act made to consolidate certain en- 
actments relating to milk and dairies. This Act 
gives power to the local authority to appoint 
veterinary inspectors for the purpose of the Act 
and of the Orders made thereunder. The local 
authority may take samples of milk, from bulk, 
for bacteriological examination and the sale of 
milk for human consumption is prohibited in 
the case of cows secreting tuberculous milk, or 
suffering from tuberculosis in any form within 
the meaning of the Tuberculosis Order. 

The Act also makes provision for the inspec- 
tion of dairies and cowsheds, and in respect of 
the health of the persons engaged in the trade. 


SAMPLES OF MIXED MILK CONTAINING TUBERCLE 
BACILLI. 

Under Section 4 of the Milk and Dairies (Con- 
solidation) Act, 1915, samples of mixed = miik 
are taken from churns by many local authori- 
ties, particularly in the large cities. These 
samples are examined bacteriologically, and any 
which are found to contain living tubercle 
bacilli are specially dealt with under this section 
of the Act. 

The Medical Officer of Health of the district 
where an infected sample has been found, gives 
notice, in writing, to the Medical Officer of 
Health of the district concerned where 
the milk is produced (usually in the 
county) to cause the cattle in the dairy to be 
inspected and to make such other investigations 
as nay be necessary to detect the offending cow. 
The Medical Officer of Health of the County 
must give notice to the dairyman, and to the 
Medical Officer of Health who has forwarded 
the notification, and the County Authority toust 
send a veterinary inspector to examine the herd. 
A veterinary inspector may represent = the 
authority who found the infected sample fund 
a veterinary surgeon may also be present. to 
represent the owner. 

It is the duty of the Medical Officer of Health 
of the County or other authority in whose area 
the herd is, to notify the Medical Officer of 
Health of the local authority who gave notice of 
the result, of any veterinary or bacteriological 
report on the cows and the milk. 

Under this section, in 1932, we, in’ Birming- 
ham, took 1,086 bulk samples of milk froni 
churns, Of these, 97, or SY per cent.. were 


found to be infected. 

In practice we find that the County Authori- 
ties send us notice when their veterinary inspec- 
tor is visiting a herd and, finally, notice of the 
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examination of the milk and the post-mortem 
examination on the cows slaughtered. 

In the majority of cases the work under this 
section is straight-forward, as it usually 
involves the visiting of only one farm, but in 
those cases where the milk is sent in large tanks 
from a collecting centre in the country, and the 
sample taken found to be infected, it may involve 
many farms. 

In one case in 1932, we had an infected bulk 
saimple from a supply sent from 90 herds. That 
meant, if the County Authorities were normally 
to carry out their duties under this Act, they 
should immediately take 90 bulk samples of milk. 
one from each herd, but as a matter of fact, at 
the end of 1982, this particular sample had not 
been cleared up. 

In a second case, we had a sample from a 
tank originating from 45 herds, and as a result 
of the work carried out by the local authorities, 
one Cow Was eventually found to be affected with 
advanced tuberculosis. 

In another case, we took a mixed sample at 
the beginning of this year from a bulk tank con- 
taining 2,000 gallons. This was from 46 farms, 
and it took seven months to clear up the sample. 
The probability was that several cows giving 
tuberculous milk at the time the first mixed 
sample was taken, had * dried up” and moved 
from the herds before the individual herds were 
eventually examined by the veterinary inspector. 

The delay is undoubtedly due to a weakness 
in the law. If a local authority such as 
Birmingham, London, or other large populous 
centre, wishes to eliminate tubercle bacilli from 
the milk, when there is a known supply of 2,000 
gallons coming in one tank to the City, the con- 
suming authority should have’ facilities for 
examining the milk from the individual farms 
before it is put into bulk, otherwise it may take 
several months in order to detect the individual 
cow or cows Causing the infection in the milk. 
County authorities are not always eager to get 
at the offending cows at the earliest date. 
This, in many cases, is due to the great expense 
involved owing to having to send the milk 
sumples to London or elsewhere for examina- 
tion. If each County Authority had its own 
private laboratory, much time would be saved 
and better results obtained by carrying out 
microscopical examination of milk from sus- 
pected individual cows. By this means the 
tubercle-infected milk could be eliminated from 
the supply at a much earlier date than is 
obtained in many counties at the present day. 

The Milk and Dairies (Amendment) Act of 
1922, postponed the passing of the 1915 Con- 
solidation Act until September Ist, 1925. Under 
the Act of 1922, the Milk (Special Designations) 
Order of 1922 was made, which prescribed the 
terms and conditions under which a licence may 
be granted for the sale of the various grades of 
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milk, namely, ‘“ Certified,” ‘“ Grade A (T.T.),” 
“ Grade “A,” “ Pasteurised.” This latter Order 
has caused some confusion in the minds of those 
connected with the milk trade, and although 
it has been in operation now for some ten years, it 
is still not understood by the general public, The 
descriptions given to the various grades of milk 
under the Order are misguided and no doubt 
have led to a great deal of confusion in the mind 
of the housewife who wishes to have a milk free 
from disease, 

Under this Order every County Council and 
County Borough Council is authorised to grant 
licences to producers to sell milk as “ Grade <A,” 
and every District Council is authorised to grant 
licences to any person to sell milk as 
* Pasteurised ” and to any person to sell milk as 
“ Certified.” “ Grade A (T.T.) ” or “ Grade A.” 
In some cases the County Council have exer- 
cised the power of granting such licences; in 
others this power has not been exercised, and 
from the small number of licences granted, it 
is evidence that this is not a popular Order. 

Members of the general public see milk being 
sold as “ Grade A ” and are of the opinion that 
this milk is from cows that have been proved, 
by the most scientific tests, to be free from 
tuberculosis and other diseases, and that they 
ure getting the best quality milk, whereas 
* Grade A ” is the third in the list, and in actual 
practice it is possible to have ** Grade A” milk 
from a herd of which 50) per cent., or even 
more, of the animals in a herd may be affected 
with tuberculosis. One extraordinary effect of 
the Order is that if the owner of a herd pro- 
ducing “ Grade A” milk wishes to improve his 
herd by definitely ascertaining through the 
means of the tuberculin test, if any of his 
animals are affected, directly he has tested his 
herd and found he has some reactors and retains 


them, he may no longer sell his milk as 
“Grade <A,” as under the conditions of this 


Order “ Grade A” may not be sold from a herd 
if it is known that any animal has reacted to 
the tuberculin test. This condition is a definite 
obstacle to any cowkeeper who is a producer of 
“Grade A” milk, to attempt to build up a 
tubercle-free herd. The condition referred to is 
as follows: “ No animal which, to the knowledge 
of the owner of the herd has at any time been 
tested with tuberculin and has reacted to the 
test shall form part of or be added to the herd.” 

If no steps are taken to discover possible 
reactors, “Grade A” milk may be sold pro- 
vided it is produced under the other conditions 
fulfilling the Order. 

Although the Milk (Special Designations) 
Order has been in force for several years, the 
meaning of the various terms of the grades is not 
yet appreciated by the general public. The 
choice of terms for the various grades of milk 
has proved to be rather an unfortunate one. 
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The time has now arrived for simpler terms to 
be applied, which would plainly convey to the 
purchaser the real meaning. 

Cerlified Milk.—This is raw, unheated milk, 
produced from cows which have © been 
tuberculin tested and certified tubercle free, and 
they are kept in herds isolated from other 
animals. The milk is bottled, sealed and 
labelled at the farm, and it should contain not 
more than 380,000 bacteria per c.c., and no eoli- 
form bacillus in one-tenth of a cc. 

Grade “A” (T.T.) Milk.—YDhis is raw, unheated 
milk produced from cows which are certified 
tubercle free, sent from the farm in bulk and not 
containing more than 200,000 bacteria per ¢.c., 
and no coliform organism in one-hundredth of a 
c.e. 
Grade “A” milk is raw, unheated milk, pro- 
duced from cows subjected to quarterly clinical 


veterinary examination but not tuberculin 
tested, ete. 
Pasteurised milk is milk which has been 


retained at a temperature of 145/150° F, for 
30 minutes and immediately cooled, ete, 

As previously pointed out, under the Act the 
use of milk for the manufacture of products for 
human consumption is prohibited in the case of 
cows giving tuberculous milk. 

The effect of this Act in the country is that it 
has done a great deal of good in helping to 
eliminate from dairy herds cows that are 
secreting diseased milk. Unfortunately, there is 
no uniformity among the County Councils and 
other local authorities in the country as regards 
the amount of inspection which takes place. 

Under the Milk and Dairies Orders the local 
authorities are empowered and charged with the 
care of the publie health, and they should take 
the responsibility when their duties under these 
Orders are not fulfilled. It is to be regretted 
that unqualified persons are sometimes employed 
to carry out the inspection of living animals in 
dairy herds. The detection of disease in milch 
cows should be carried out by one who is 
specially trained for this particular work, and 
not by lay-inspectors—only a veterinary 
surgeon who is a properly trained expert in the 
art of diagnosis of disease of the living cow, 
should be employed in this highly skilled work. 


Milk and Dairies Orders, 1926 

These Orders are made under the Milk and 
Dairies (Consolidation) Act, 1915, 

In Part I of the Order, sub-section 8, it states 
that Part IV of the Order, relating to the health 
and inspection of cattle, shall be enforced and 
executed by the Council of the County or County 
Borough, and the remainder of the Order by the 
Sanitary Authority. This definitely states the 
responsibility of the Council, of the County or 
County Borough, but as there is no minimum laid 
down as to the number of inspections per annum 
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necessary for local authorities to carry out under 
the Orders, we find there is a varying amount 
carried out up and down the country. Reading 
through the Milk and Dairies Order, you will 
find there is indefiniteness re these matters 
throughout. One reads of one local authority 
appointing several veterinary surgeons to carry 
out the Milk and Dairies Order and having 
routine veterinary inspection throughout the 
year, while another county authority does 
scarcely any work under the Order. There 
should be some definite ruling as to the minimum 
amount of work required in order to fulfil the 
ordinary provisions of the Order. The efficient 
inspection of cows and cowsheds with a view to 
the elimination of diseased properties from our 
milk supply, suffers to a large extent, owing to 
the diverse views of the various local authorities 
and their inspectors as to the best methods of 
earrying out the provisions of the legal enact- 
ments relating to our milk supply. 

In Part II, all previous Orders, such as the 
Dairies, Cowsheds and Milkshops Order of 1885, 
the Dairies, Cowsheds and Milkshops (Amend- 
ing) Order of 1886 and the Dairies, Cowsheds 
and Milkshops Order of 1899, and any regula- 
tions made under them, are revoked. This is 
unfortunate, in that many local authorities had 
what might be considered ideal bye-laws 
respecting the production of milk at the farms in 
their areas before the Milk and Dairies Orders, 
1926 came into force. The effect of these latter 
Orders has been rather to weaken’ than 
strengthen the previous conditions under the 
local bye-laws in many centres. 

Part IV relates to the health and inspection of 
of cattle. Article S states that every County 
Council and County Borough shall be caused to 
make such inspections of cattle as shall be neces- 
sary and proper for the purpose of this Act and 
of the Order. In some local authorities there is 
a monthly inspection of milch cows in their area ; 
in others, an annual inspection. I see from the 
recent account of the last meeting of this Associa- 
tion, that you recommend an inspection of the 
milking herds twice yearly. Versonally, I con- 
sider the minimum should be four times yearly. 
If it is left to one visit every six months it is 
possible that many cows affected with tuber- 
culosis of the udder, may be missed, owing to 
being “‘ dry ” at the time of inspection. 

Part IV of the Order, sub-section 11, states 
that the milk of any animals affected with any 
comatose condition, any septic condition of the 
uterus, or any infection of the udder or teats, 
which is likely to convey disease, should be pro- 
hibited from sale. In addition to this, under 
Section 5 of the Act, the milk should be pro- 
hibited from sale of any cow which is giving 
tuberculous milk, or is suffering from emacia- 
tion due to tuberculosis, or from tuberculosis of 
the udder, or from inflammation of the udder, or 
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from any of the diseases set out in the Second 
Schedule of the Act, namely, acute mastitis, 
actinomycosis of the udder, anthrax, suppura- 
tion of the udder, 

art V of the Order relates to the provisions 
for the securing of the cleanliness of dairies and 
for protecting milk against infection and con- 
tamination. Article 12, under Part V, refers 
to the lighting and ventilation in sheds. In the 
bye-laws of many local authorities, previous to 
the introduction of these Orders, there are 
definite conditions laid down as regards lighting, 
ventilation and cubic capacity in the sheds, but 
in the present Orders it states that there should 
be a sufficient number of windows or other 
openings and that the openings shall be of a 
sufficient number so that the internal lairs are 
kept in a fresh and wholesome condition. The 
result of the indefinite statement is that you have 
varying conditions all over the country. One 
local authority insists that there shall be 
800 cu. ft. capacity per cow, while another local 
authority is satisfied with 500 to 600 cu. ft. The 
amount of ventilation which they ask for varies, 
and is judged very often by guesswork of the 
particular officer of the local authority. 

I have recently had an application from a 
surveyor to supply him with the conditions we 
require for a new cowshed in our area, and 
when I asked for 800 cu. ft. per cow, he applied 
to me for my authority for asking for this capa- 
city. I pointed out that these were the con- 
ditions which had been obtaining in Birmingham 
for the past 30 years. Now we were working 
under the Milk and Dairies Orders there was no 
definite figure laid down, but that was what we 
considered adequate, and I further stated that 
in the publication on “ The Construction of Cow- 
sheds,” by the Ministry of Agriculture, it was 
there stated that S800 cu. ft. was the amount 
desirable. It was then pointed out to me that 
there was no amount laid down in “ The Con- 
struction of Cowsheds.” I found that my copy 
was of the year 1924, and a more recent edition 
had been issued in which no definite amount is 
given. As a neighbouring local authority asks 
for less cubic capacity per cow, we have a 
difficulty to overcome the vague demands of the 
Orders. 

Under Part VI of the Order, sub-section 2, it 
is called for that the walls of every cowshed, as 
well as the ceiling, should be properly lime- 
washed or sprayed with lime, or otherwise disin- 
fected, twice at least in every year. Personally, 
1 look upon limewashing as being a kind of 
‘amouflage for disinfection. Much of the lime- 
wash nowadays is whitewash, which has no dis- 
infecting power whatever, and it is sprayed 
over the walls, covering much dirt. Much better 
results may be obtained if the walls are glazed, 
enamelled or faced with a fine cement surface, 
when they can be washed down with boiling 
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water, Which can easily be carried out as often 
us the walls become soiled. Limewashing twice 
u year means that it is possible to have a shed 
clean for a week or two following the liime- 
washing, and dirty for the next 20 weeks. I 
consider that as a dressing for the internal walls 
of any place where food is produced or kept, 
limewashing has been out-of-date for many 
years, 
Tuberculosis Order, 1925 

The Tuberculosis Order, which is issued by 
the Ministry of Agriculture, is designed on lines 
to work in conjunction with the Milk and Dairies 
Orders. It is regrettable that full advantage is 
not taken of the powers under this Order, by all 
local authorities, to rid our dairy herds through- 
out the country of advanced cases of tuberculosis 
as soon as they are diagnosable. I see every 
week emaciated cows being sent to the slaughter- 
houses for slaughter which, from their appear- 
ance, should have been cleared out months 
previously from the dairy herds. The farmers 
ure not reporting their cases. The local prac- 
titioner, in many instances, could report many 
more cases than he does, and the local authori- 
ties do not encourage the number of cases which 
should be dealt with under the Order. I do not 
think you will get full advantage of the Order 


until inspection becomes uniform throughout 
the country and until there is a_ veterinary 


inspection, carried out at least quarterly, of all 
milking herds. 

Although I recommend four inspections per 
annum and the slaughter of all animals which 
come Within the terms of the Tuberculosis Order, 
I do not consider that the Tuberculosis Order, in 
its present form, in itself is sufficient to make 
any headway in the eradication of tuberculosis 
amongst our dairy cattle in this country. There 
is such a high percentage of cattle which are not 
clinically affected, but which act as centres of 
infection, and I consider that unless some steps 
are taken to discover these by means of the 
tuberculin test and to remove them from the 
herds, you will always have clinical cases being 
created. The percentage of tuberculosis in 
dairy herds amongst those which we have tested 
in our department during the past 25 years, 
works out at approximately 40 per cent. for ali 
newly-tested herds; it is important to note, 
however, that the incidence of tuberculosis in the 
ordinary dairy herds generally, must, in reality, 
be considerably higher than this, since these 
figures are in connection with the better herds 


owned by the most progressive cow-keepers. 
The more modern diagnostic technique as 


carried out by the intradermal test is, we find, 
more searching than the formerly-used  sub- 


cutaneous test. 
As an indication of the failure of the Tuber- 
culosis Order to reduce the incidence of tuber- 
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culosis amongst the cattle in this country, we 
need but turn to the annual report issued by the 
Chief Veterinary Officer of the Ministry of 


Agriculture for 1932, in which we find the 

following table :— 

Animals Slaughtered under the Tuberculosis 
Order by the Local Authorities during the 
Past Seven Years: 

1926 17,348 
1927 17,381 
1928 16,759 
1929 15,582 
1930 15,2638 
1931 18,603 
19382 19,027 


From this we see that there were approxi- 
mately 2,000 more animals dealt with under 
the Order in 1932 than in 1926, which was the 
fu'l vear following the introduction of the 1925 
Order. 

In order to ensure that the best results may 
be obtained under existing laws relating to our 
milk supply, the Government authorities, “e., 
the Ministries of Health and Agriculture, should 
insist on the Milk Acts and Orders and the 
Tuberculosis Order being uniformly applied. 

All milking herds, whether for the production 
of milk for sale or not, should be subjected to 
routine veterinary inspection. 

We have seen that under existing laws we can- 
not hope for the eradication of tuberculosis 
from our eattle herds or a tubercle-free miik 
supply. We know from experience that every 
case of cattle tuberculosis, that is every animal 
which will react to the tuberculin test, is an 
absolute centre of infection for others. 

If a tubercle-free milk supply is to be produced 
for the populace, uniform measures should be 
carried out by every local authority with cattle 
in their area—and further legal enactments are 
urgently required to prevent the feeding of 
‘alves with the raw milk from infected cows, 

These remarks are submitted to you in the 
hope that they will stimulate discussion on this 
subject, which is of such importance to the 
veterinary profession at the moment, 





Discussion 


The Presipent (Mr. R. B. Nelder) thanked 
Major DeVine for his lucid address and said he 
agreed that whitewash was valuéless. He con- 
sidered the Tuberculosis Order was useless and 
that no strides would be made in tuberculosis 
eradication until inspections were compulsory. 
When the Western Counties Division suggested 
that two inspections of herds per annum should 
be made, it was not the intention to suggest that 
more inspections were not advisable, but it was 
considered that a start could be made by two 
inspections a year. 

Major Fyrtu confirmed Major DeVine’s remarks 
about laymen doing work that should be carried 
out by veterinary inspectors, 

Mr. C. V. Watkins said that the owner of a 
Grade “A” herd was not encouraged to eliminate 
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tuberculosis from his herd, because the discovery 
of tuberculosis in the herd might lead to with- 
drawal of the licence. 

Mr. NELDER, senr., said that the incidence of 
tuberculosis was appalling and that 40 per cent. 
was a low average. The authorities would not 
spend the money necessary for inspections to be 
made, and in any case he wondered what the 
examinations were worth. He thought pasteur- 
isation was the only thing likely to do any good. 
Buildings were filthy and whitewashing was a 
farce. Quarterly inspections should be made if 
the incidence of the disease was to be reduced. 

Mr. L. W. Bovett made enquiries re the taking 
of milk samples, and Mr. W. BLACKWELL referred 
to a herd in which 22 out of 23 cows reacted to 
tuberculin. One animal which was giving tuber- 
culous milk was removed and the rest could not 
be touched. 

Mr. E. R. Epwarps asked if cows showing no 
clinical evidence of tuberculosis could discharge 
tubercle bacilli in their milk, and said that to 
eliminate the disease money was necessary for 
compensation. 

Mr. C. MAsson, speaking as one who made 
quarterly inspections, said that £ s. d. was the 
first difficulty. Concrete walls, etc., in some places 
were out of the question, and yet very low bac- 
terial counts were obtained. The fact that the 
graded milks were exempt from price restric- 
tions should be an incentive to owners to go in 
for graded milk production. He knew of lay 
inspectors who made inspections which should 
be carried out by veterinary surgeons. In one 
‘ase a cattle dealer was going about with the 

He asked what was the position in connection 
with the inspection of cows with pus in a 
quarter not being milked? 

He said that whitewash covered many sins. 
It was obligatory to whitewash walls twice a 
year. The M.O.H. notified owners when he was 
to make an inspection; owners waited for the 
notice and then white-washed the sheds in readi- 
ness for the iuspection. In one instance the 
owner had refused to let him (Mr. Masson) make 
an inspection of the cows, and, he asked, what 
was the legal position? He thought the apparent 
increase in tuberculosis might be due to the 
tightening up of regulations, with consequent 
discovery of more cases. 

Mr. Epwarps said the owner who refused to 
ermit Mr. Masson to inspect the cows was liable 
or obstructing an officer in the execution of his 

duty and he thought he could be arrested with- 
out a warrant. 

Mr. J. M. PENHALE said that Major DeVine had 
blamed the Tuberculosis Order for failing’ to 
decrease the incidence of the disease, and he 
(Mr. Penhale) pointed out that eradication was 
not the object of the Order in question, which was 
intended to be worked in conjunction with the 
Milk and Dairies Order. 

Probably Mr. Masson was right when he said 
that the larger number of tuberculosis cases re- 
ferred to by Major DeVine was more apparent 
than real, and that this might be attributed to 
increasing vigilance and a general tightening up 
of the Order. 


THE REPLY 


Major DrEVing, at the conclusion of the discus- 
sion, said he was glad to have created a 
discussion on the points he had raised, and that 
he would attempt to give legal replies where 
possible. 

He was of the opinion that one could not get 
the Ministry of Health to agree to alter any of 
their Orders unless sufficient pressure was brought 
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to bear upon them. He had been associated 
with the deputation following a meeting of the 
Royal Sanitary Institute, to ask the Ministry of 
Health to modify their Meat Regulations, but 
nothing happened and he was of the opinion that 
if one section of the community approached the 
Ministry of Health with regard to the Milk Desig- 
nations Order, they would get the same result, 
but that if there was a combination of different 
sections of the community, such as the medical 
and veterinary public health representatives as 
well as representatives of the milk trade and the 
National Farmers’ Union, then possibly something 
might be done to modify the Milk Designations 
Order so as to make it a practical working one, 
and easily understood by all sections of the 
community. 

In the course of his remarks he had asserted 
that laymen were doing veterinary surgeons’ 
work. Major Fyrth and Mr. Masson had con- 
firmed his statements. Only veterinary surgeons 
should be employed to examine living animals 
for contagious diseases or for diseases of the 
udder in the cow, and in many districts persons 
outside the veterinary profession were engaged 
in this work. It should not be allowed, because 
the ratepayers expected an expert public service 
and they were not getting what they paid for. 
There should be a uniform veterinary service 
throughout the country. 

As regards the eradication of tuberculosis 
amongst cattle, reactors to the tuberculin test 
should be cleared out of herds right away; he 
had followed that policy for 25 years in herds 
which were in the Birmingham scheme for 
eradication, and then only an occasional tuber- 
culous animal would crop up in a herd. To show 
how the disease might at times creep in, Major 
DeVine mentioned a case where a man, the owner 
of a tubercle-free herd, caused trouble by buying 
milk and feeding it to the calves he reared. By 
accident it was discovered that the milk was 
purchased from a tuberculous herd. In the West 
Country, where the climate is mild, cattle could 
be kept in the open a great deal of their time, 
and perhaps eventually they would be kept out 
all the year round, Some people were keeping 
their cattle out all the year round as far north 
as Worcester. Keeping the cattle out might 
account for the low incidence of tuberculosis in 
West Cornwall and by keeping the animals oul 
altogether the incidence of the disease might be 
reduced still further. The elimination of tuber- 
culosis might be encouraged by a system of 
progressive compensation. For instance, herds 
with an incidence of less than 20 per cent. in 1934 
might be compensated to clear out the tuber- 
culous animals, as in 1935 the owners of herds 
with 10 per cent. or less affected with tubercu- 
losis could be compensated, and in 1936 those 
with 5 per cent. or less, and so on in reducing 
numbers as the years passed on. He agreed with 
Mr. Penhale that the Tuberculosis Order was not 
intended to eradicate the disease, but to help in 
conjunction with the Milk and Dairies Order. 
But additional steps were required. 

Concerning Mr. Watkins’ enquiry as to the posi- 
tion when reacting animals were found in 
Grade “A” herds, if the reacting animal were 
removed the man could carry on, but if 40 or 
50 per cent. were found to be affected he could 
not sell the milk as Grade “ A.’ 

With regard to Mr. Nelder’s reference to the 
existence of 40 per cent. or more of reactors, he 
would point out that 40 years ago that was the 
state of affairs in Denmark. Now they were down 
to 2 per cent. In Denmark calves were reared 
either on tubercle-free milk or on pasteurised 
milk. In the United States the accredited system 
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berg in operation and the reactors were cleared 
out. 

In Denmark the cattle were tested regularly 
and the reactors were sent for slaughter and 
were usually found not to be badly affected with 
the disease. 

As to pasteurisation being the only hope, he 
thought Mr. Nelder meant that would render milk 
safe for the present, but pasteurisation would not 
eradicate tuberculosis. It was a form of 
camouflage, for the tuberculous cow would still 
be there. It was a palliative recommended by 
some Medical Officers of Health. He had been 
sampling milk sold as pasteurised and had found 
tubercle bacilli in a percentage of it. 

Tubercle bacilli might occur in the milk from 
apparently healthy cows. 

It should be the task of the veterinary surgeon 
to deal with the cows and cowsheds, and not of 
the police or sanitary inspectors. We should be 
able to say what was necessary in connection 
with sanitation and not leave it to others. Every 
veterinary practitioner should have something to 
do in this work. 

In reply to Mr. Bovett as to the kind of sample 
to be taken when reports were received from 
an outside authority, that is, whether an indivi- 
dual sample, a group or bulk sample, he said 
that if a city finds tuberculosis in milk they 
report the fact to the local authority concerned. 
The Medical Officer of Health of that authority 
must send a veterinary inspector. The latter 
should inspect all the cows, and take individual 
samples if possible. If positive, that would end 
the matter, and if not, then he should take a 
bulk sample if the herd was small, but if a large 
herd then he should take group samples. 

Mr. Blackwell had referred to 22 out of 23 
animals reacting in a herd and remarked that 
there seemed to be no way of controlling the 
reactors. Unless it was a graded herd, there was 
no Order which would let us touch them unless 
the cases happened to fall in the groups covered 
by the Tuberculosis Order. 

Mr. Edwards had asked about animals giving 
no clinical evidence of tuberculosis but discharg- 
ing tubercle bacilli in their milk. It was true 
that some animals did this and some of them 
discharged the bacilli intermittently. 

As to the slaughtering of reactors, there was 
no need to do this at once; they could be fattened 
off and the calves reared on tubercle-free milk. 

Mr. Masson had referred to mud walls, and 
he (Major DeVine) had seen some very good mud 
walls in different parts of the world, plastered 
over with cement. All cowhouses and slaughter- 
houses should be smooth walled so that the walls 
could be washed with boiling water and dis- 
infectant. 

Under the Milk Marketing Bill the graded milks 
were outside its control as to prices. As to 
inspections by lay inspectors, animals could only 
be inspected for diseases by veterinary inspectors 
under the Milk and Dairies Order. 

In the case of three-quartered cows, it was 
wise to take samples of the milk and examine 
them for tubercle bacilli. 

In bulk sampling, he took half-pint samples. 
Some people took two ounces. Centrifuges were 
often too small, and as the result of using a 
large centrifuge he had been more successful in 
detecting the tubercle bacilli. 


In cases where there was acute mastitis the 


milk must not be used, but it was another matter 
in the cases of old dry quarters with blind teats. 

There should be definite regulations as to the 
requirements of cows in respect of ventilation, 
drainage, etc., so that there would be uniformity 
in all districts, 
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A NOTE ON THE 
PRE-IMMUNISATION OF CALVES 
AGAINST THEILERIA ANNULATA 

S. ADLER anv V. ELLENBOGEN 


DEPARTMENT OF PARASITOLOGY, 
HEBREW UNIVERSITY, JERUSALEM 


With the introduction of the better breeds of 
cattle into Palestine during the last decade, 
theileriasis has become one of the main difticul- 
ties of the cattle breeder. The disease did not 
attract much attention previously, since it is 
rare in native cattle. The breeds which have 
been introduced into Palestine are mainly Dutch, 
Damascus, Transylvanian and _ Beirut, and 
crosses of the above breeds with each other and 
with native cattle are all susceptible. The 
morbidity rate is high and the mortality is about 
585 per cent. Crossing with native cattle does 
not confer any resistance in spite of the alleged 
immunity of the native race. 

It is to be noted that the imported breeds, in 
contrast to the local breed, for various reasons 
are seldom allowed to pasture. 

It was observed that in naturally-infected 
calves of imported races the mortality is much 
smaller and the disease runs a milder course 
than in adults. This resistance rapidly dis- 
appears after five or six months, when the 
mortality is about as high as in adults. It 
seemed possible that the immunity of native 
sattle, which are more exposed to the infection 
than the more valuable breeds, might be due to 
infection in early life followed by resistance. 
Accordingly, infection experiments were carried 
out with native cattle bought from villages in 
the vicinity of Jerusalem, where the disease is 
rare and the opportunity for natural infection 
almost negligible. 

Experiment No. I. July 20th, 1933.—Native 
Calf No. 1, four months old, inoculated sub- 
cutaneously with 40 ¢.cs. heavily-infected blood 
taken July 19th, 1933, from Cow No. 91, natur- 
ally infected in Kfar Yehezkel (Emek Jezreel). 

Resutr: July 24th,” 1933.—¥First attack of 
fever (39°C.), which lasted two days, after 
which the temperature fell to normal. 

August 8th, 1933.—Second attack of fever 
(39°8°C.), which lasted three days. <A few 
parasites, mostly small rings, were found in the 
blood. 





Seplember 29th, 1933.—Preseapular glands 
enlarged. 
November 12th, 1933.—DParasites are. still 


present in the blood. 
The animal was hardly affected by the attacks 
of fever and remains in excellent condition. 


Experiment II. August 6th, 1933.—Native Calf 
No. 2, inoculated subcutaneously with 260 ¢.cs. 
blood taken from two heavily infected donors 
from Emek Jezreel (80 c.cs. from Cow No, 107 
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taken August Ist, 1933, and kept on ice for five 
days, and 180 e¢.cs. from Cow No. 69 taken 
August Ist, 1933). 

August 15th, 1933.—Loss of appetite. Running 
from nose and eyes. Swelling of lymphatic 
glands. Temperature 39°1°C, 

August 16th, 1933.—Temperature normal. 

August 27th, 1933.—Temperature 39°1°C, 

August 29th, 1933.—Temperature 40°4°C. 

Seplember 4th, 1933.—Temperature returned 
to normal. 

Parasites, small rings, appeared in the blood 
August 24th, 1933. 

August 28th, 1933.—Seventy-five per cent. of 
the red cells infected with T. annulata (ring and 
comma forms). 

BLoop CHANGES :-—— 











August 9th, 1933 Red Cells 5,800,000 
August 25th, 1933 3,420,000 
August 28th, 1933 a 2,600,000 
September 1st, 1933 i 3,800,000 
September 5th, 1933 = 5,000,000 


Subsequently the blood regenerated rapidly 
and on Seplember 13th, 1933, the red count was 
5,950,000, In spite of the rapid recovery of 
the red count, parasites in the blood were very 
numerous (on September 5th, 1933, circulation, 
40 per cent. of all red cells infected). 

The animal made a perfect recovery and after 
two months was quite normal. 


Experiment No. HII. August 28th, 1933,— Arab 
Calf, 15 months old, inoculated subcutaneously 
with an emulsion of prescapular gland taken 
from Calf No. 2. 

September 8rd, 1933.—Temperature 40°C, 
and returned to normal on the following day. 

September 12th, 1933.—Prescapular glands 
enlarged. 

September 13th, 1933.—Temperature 40°2°C, 

Seplember 15th, 1933.—Temperature 41°5°C, 
Right prescapular gland excised. 

September 18th, 1933.—Temperature normal. 

Between September 19th, 1933, and Seplem- 
ber 25th, 1933, the temperature was slightly 
raised and fell subsequently to normal, <A few 
parasites appeared in the blood September 12th, 
1933, and Koch’s blue bodies were found by 
puncture of the glands. 

September 13th, 1933.—Circulation, 7 per cent. 
of the red blood cells were infected and 
many Koch’s blue bodies were found in the 
preseapular gland. 


BLoop CHANGES :— 





August 28th, 19338 Red Cells 4,800,000 
September 13th, 1933 . 3,500,000 
September 15th, 19338 3,300,000 
Seplember 18th, 1933 2,800,000 
September 19th, 1933 _ 2,400,000 
Seplember 27th, 1933 ‘e 2,700,000 
October 2nd, 1933 ‘is 2,000,000 
October 10th, 19338 ‘ 3,200,000 
October 15th, 1933 4,100,000 
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The animal is still cachectic (November 12th, 
1933) and the blood shows a few rings in every 
field. 


Experiment No. IV. Seplember 3rd, 1933.— 
Arab Calf No. 4, inoculated intravenously with 
200 c.cs. citrated blood taken from Calf No. 2. 

Seplember 15th, 1933.—Temperature 39°5°C. 

September 16th, 1933.—Temperature normal. 

Seplember 22nd, 1933.—Temperature 40°5°C, 
The temperature remained high until the death 
of the animal on September 27th, 19383. 

The prescapular glands were not markedly 
enlarged. 

Seplember 15th, 1933.—A few ring forms were 
found in the blood and were very scarce until 
September 21st, 1933, when 60-70 per cent. of 
the red cells were infected. At the time of death 
98 per cent. of all the red cells were infected. 
BLoop CHANGES :— 

September 3rd, 1933) Red Cells 4,300,000 

September 13th, 1933 ‘ 5,000,000 

Seplember 25th, 1933 1,800,000 


Post-MORTEM,—Mediastinal glands were en- 
larged and contained punctiform hemorrhages. 
Punctiform hemorrhages were found in the 
endocardium; the myocardium was very soft. 
The spleen was only slightly enlarged. <A few 
punctiform hemorrhages were found in the 
kidneys. The liver was very markedly enlarged 
(three times normal). 

It is thus evident that there is no natural 
immunity in native cattle in districts where the 
disease is not endemic. 

The low mortality in naturally-infected calves 
of imported races encouraged us to attempt 
pre-immunisation. Between May 3rd, 1933, and 
September 12th, 1933, 55 calves from the ages of 
six weeks to five-and-a-half months were inocu- 
lated subcutaneously with quantities of 0-5 to 
SO ccs. infected blood from various donors and 
all subsequently became infected. Five died as 
a result of the infection, one died as a result 
of an accident during a slight attack of 
theileriasis and the remainder recovered, ie., 
the mortality in inoculated calves was 9:1 per 
cent. as against 35 per cent. in naturally-infected 
adults. It was found that there was no correla- 
tion between the severity and ultimate result of 
the disease in the donors and the severity of 
the attack in the inoculated calves. 

In 44 out of the 48 calves the course of the 
disease was mild and similar to that reported 
in Experiment I. In four calves the disease was 
severe and similar to that noted above’ in 
Experiments IT and III. 

No symptoms were observed till the eighth 
to twelfth day after inoculation, when a rise 
in temperature of two days’ duration was 
observed. During the first attack of fever no 
parasites were found in the blood although the 
preseapular gland near the site of inoculation 
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was enlarged. After the first attack of fever 
there was a remission of about a week, during 
which the animal appeared normal, and this 
period was followed by a second attack of fever 
usually lasting two to five days. VParasites 
appeared during the second attack of fever, 
usually about 20 days after the inoculation, but 
in one case which recovered they were found 
15 days after the inoculation. Generally it was 
noted that the later the appearance of the 
parasites the milder the course of the disease. 

The following are the details of the five 
animals which succumbed to the infection :— 

(1) Dutch-Damascus Calf No. 12, age five 
months, inoculated July 20th, 1933, with 6 c.es. 
from Cow No. 91. 

August 9th, 1933.—Few parasites in the blood. 

August 15th, 1933.—Died. 

It is to be noted that four other Dutch- 
Damascus calves from seven weeks to five 
months old, inoculated with 6-10 c.cs. of the 
same sample of blood from Cow 91, recovered 
after mild attacks. 

(2) Dutch-Damascus Calf No. 18, age three- 
and-a-half months, inoculated May 28rd, 1933, 
with 80 ¢.cs. blood taken from Cow No. 1, which 
eventually succumbed, 

June 8th, 1933.—Parasites appeared in the 
blood. Although the number of parasites was 
not very large (20 per cent. circulation) the 
animal succumbed June 13th, 1933. 

(3) Dutch-Arab Calf No. 37, age two months, 
inoculated July 2nd, 1933, with 2 ¢.cs. blood from 
Arab Calf No. 2 (see Experiment II) taken 
August 27th, 1933. The blood was frozen hard 
on ice and calcium chloride during five hours 
prior to inoculation. Parasites appeared in the 
blood on September 20th, 1933, and the animal 
died September 29th, 1933. At the time of death 
SO per cent. of the red blood cells were infected. 

(4) Dutch Calf No. 832, age two months, 
inoculated July 7th, 1933, with 2 ¢.cs. blood from 
Cow No. 65, which eventually succumbed to 
natural infection. The incubation period in this 
calf was about three months. Nothing was 
noted till October 14th, 1933, and it was thought 
that the inoculation had not taken. On Octo- 
ber 14th, 1933, the animal refused food and the 
blood showed almost 100 per cent. of the red 
cells infected. Succumbed Oclober 17th, 1933. 

(5) Dutch Calf No. 45, age seven weeks, 
inoculated August 31st, 1933, with 5 ¢.cs. blood 
taken from Native Calf No. 2 on August 29th, 
1933. 

arasites appeared in the blood 17 days after 
inoculation: 90 per cent. of red cells infected. 
Died September 24th, 1933. 

Fourteen other calves inoculated with 0°5 to 
5 «es. blood from Native Calf No. 2 recovered 
after mild or moderate infection. 

In the reeovered calves the blood picture 
immediately after the height of the infection 
was quite different from that of recovered adults 
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at a similar stage of the disease. In the latter 
there is usually an aplastic anemia, which may 
last a few months, and the convalescence is 
very slow. In the experimental calves there 
Was a quick reaction on the part of the bone 
Inarrow—normoblasts and punctate basophilia 
were observed and the recovery to a normal 
blood count was relatively rapid. 


SUMMARY 


Fifty-five Dutch, Dutch-Damascus and Dutch- 
Arab calves from six weeks to five-and-a-half 
months old were inoculated subcutaneously 
with blood containing 7. annulata and all became 
infected. 

The mortality in the experimentally-infected 
calves was 91 per cent. as against approximately 
535 per cent. in naturally-infected adults. 

There is no natural immunity in native cattle 
selected from a district where the disease is 
not endemic. 





WORLD’S DAIRY CONGRESS, 1934 


At the instance of the International Dairy 
Federation, the Tenth World’s Dairy Congress will 
be held in Rome and Milan next spring, under 
the patronage of H.M. the King of Italy. The 
inaugural ceremony will take place at the Capitol 
in Rome on April 30th, and the Congress will 
close at Milan on May 6th. The previous Con- 
gress, held at Copenhagen in 1931, was attended 
by delegations from 52 states and some 2,000 
members from all parts of the world. It is antici- 
pated that about 60 countries will participate in 
the forthcoming Congress, which will consist of 
the following sections: cattle and milk produc- 
tion; milk and its by-products as food; industry 
and commerce of milk and its by-products; 
veterinary questions connected with milk; and 
tropical dairying. 

During the period of the Congress an Inter- 
national Exhibition of livestock and = dairy 
appliances will be held at Florence, in whieh 
foreign manufacturers are invited to take part. 
Special arrangements are being made for all 
delegates to visit the Exhibition during the 
journey from Rome to Milan on May 4th, when 
a halt will be made from noon till 6 p.m. 

Opportunities will be afforded for visits to the 
most important and most,modern installations 
for the production and preparation of milk, also 
for excursions to some of the principal tourist 
centres, beauty spots, and land reclamation sites. 
In matters connected with the organisation of 
the Congress the British Dairy Farmers’ Associa- 
tion has agreed to act as the National Committee 
representing the industry in this country. Full 
information concerning the Congress may be 
obtained on application to the Secretary of that 
Association at 28, Russell Square, London, W.C.1. 





* * 


The Department of Agriculture for Scotland 
announce that, on the recommendation of the 
Advisory Committee set up for consultation in 
connection with the administration of the 
Improvement of Livestock (Licensing of Bulls) 
Act, they have decided that, henceforth, licences 
under the Act will not be granted in respect of 
bulls that are “ rigs” (i.e., either monorchids or 
cryptorchids). 
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Clinical Reports 


CLINICAL NOTES RE THE EQUINE 
INFLUENZA EPIDEMIC IN 
GLASGOW 


ROBERT MITCHELL, m.r.c.v.s. 
GLASGOW 


The present outbreak differs from that in 
1914, which was the true pink-eye type charac- 
terised by rose-pink mucosa of the eyes and a 
watery discharge, and limbs invariably swollen. 

In one stud of 90 horses, seven contracted 
influenza. These seven were from Ireland, 
imported less than twelve months ago. It would 
seem that horses longer in this service—yet 
some of them about the same age as the Irish— 
had developed an immunity from previous 
milder forms of the same type of cold occurring 
sporadically, for the last comparable epidemic 
in Glasgow was more than ten years ago. 

SymMptoMs.—This contagious influenzal cold 
has been similar clinically to these outbreaks. 
Most cases were characterised first by asitia or 
capricious appetite, by the animals not lying; 
then by well-marked rigors and high tempera- 
ture, and a weak, soft and fast pulse. The 
ocular mucous membranes were injected and 
yellowish.. Nasal discharge, often delayed for 
some days, was at first mucoid, later muco- 
purulent. In a few of the coarser-bred horses, 
swelling of the legs (usually the hind) was 
present. Laryngitis was a common feature; in 
a few cases, pharyngitis associated with slight 
laryngitis. 

Complications were chiefly pneumonia (eight 
cases), then purpura hemorrhagica (five cases), 
and acute pleurisy (two cases). Severe colicky 
pains were noted both in some of the simple 
type and in several of the complicated. 

Cases which became complicated were nearly 
all in animals worked too long during the early 
febrile stages; but the purpura cases, with ,one 
exception, had not been kept too long working. 

Treatment of simple cases was along routine 
lines. 

TREATMENT OF COMPLICATED CASES. (1) Pneu- 
monia.— Quinine sulphate (in moderate doses) 
and sodium bicarbonate as powder given in 
electuary ; magnesium sulphate in the drinking 
water. Hypodermic injections of ol. camph. 
were given in the early stages. This therapy 
fave the best results. In other cases, adrenalin, 
nuclein and S.U.P. 36 were tried. 

(2) Purpura Hemorrhagica.—(It has been said 
that overdosing with antipyretics predisposes 
influenzal horses to the development of purpura, 
but in two of these cases no febrifuges were 
given.) A hypodermic injection of calcium was 
alternated with one of adrenalin for several 





days. Kl was given in the drinking water. 
*atients, of course, were in slings. 

RESULTS.—All the simple cases recovered. 
Two of the pneumonic died. Two of the purpura 
died, but the other three cases are getting better. 
Of the fatal purpura cases, the first had been 
worked on the day I was called to see it: the 
Inessage was—‘ Come at once, horse bleeding 
to death from the nostrils.” The animal died 
within 48 hours. The second case was diagnosed 
tentatively as “internal purpura”: it died 
within three days. 

POST-MORTEM EXAMINATIONS. — These showed 
the pneumonia type associated with catarrh of 
the bowels and pallor or yellow discolouration 
of the liver (possibly cloudy swelling or fatty 
degeneration). The case diagnosed as “ internal 
purpura ” showed the bowel lesions connected 
with this condition. 

The epidemic was preceded by a few isolated 
‘ases in early November, was at its height in 
the fourth week of December, and last week 
was abating (I am writing on January 17th). 
It is thought by some that a prolonged spell 
of mild weather succeeded suddenly by severe 
cold and fog was one of the predisposing causes. 

This epidemic is by no means the most serious 
that Glasgow has had, nor is it confined to this 
city. 


TREATMENT OF ACETONAEMIA 
WITH SODIUM BICARBONATE 


(Case Treated in Conjunction with 
Dr. G. B. Brook, M.R.C.V.S.) 


O. V. GUNNING, M.R.c.V.S., D.v.M. (OHIO) 
TuTsury, Nr. BuRTON-ON-TRENT 


Subject.—A Lincoln red cow, five years old, 


“which calved her third calf on September 20th, 


1933. 

History and Symptoms.—She became ill about 
three weeks after calving. At the beginning of 
the illness she was slightly off her feed for three 
or four days, but she never gave less than four 
gallons of milk per day during this time. The 
owner noticed that the milk was tainted and it 
Was this taint and an abnormal odour from her 
breath that first aroused his suspicions that 
anything was really wrong. In fact, the condi- 
tion was such as to render the animal quite 
useless for milk production and the owner was 
considering disposing of her. 

It was Dr. Brook who advised the owner to 
have the animal treated and she was treated 
by the writer on November 6th on lines recom- 
mended by Dr. Brook. 

Trealment.—The suggested treatment is as 
follows: 960 ¢.c. of distilled water containing 
S80 grammes of sodium bicarbonate, injected 
intravenously, and also 4 oz of sodium 
bicarbonate daily in the food. 

In this particular case, owing to an accident 
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one of the containers, the animal only 


to 
received approximately half the dose or about 


1 oz. of sodium bicarbonate intravenously. 
Owing to the breakage referred to, it was 
arranged with the owner to repeat the injection 
in a week’s time; however, when the writer 
called to do this on the ninth day after the 
previous injection, the owner was so satisfied 
with the improvement that it was deemed 
prudent to postpone a further injection, but a 
further supply of sodium bicarbonate was left 
to be given in the food. The cow received 
altogether 4 lbs. of powder in this way. 

At this stage the milk was subjected to 
Rothera’s test (Legal’s test) by both Dr. Brook 
and myself and both tests gave a negative 
reaction. 

Course.—The cow was not seen again until 
January 13th, considerably over two months 
after treatment. The owner was highly satisfied 
with the result, which had been maintained. The 
cow lost weight during the illness and for three 
weeks after treatment; then she began to 
improve and the milk yield has increased from 
four gallons at the time of treatment to five-and- 
a-half gallons daily (recorded figures). The 
cow has been receiving 6 Ibs. of linseed cake 
per day since treatment. 





QUARANTINE STATION PLAN 


“ Proposals for the maintenance of the London 
Quarantine Station under new conditions were 
adopted by the representatives of the Breed 
Societies in London on Tuesday,” says The 
Farmer and Stockbreeder of January 15th. 

* Subject to acceptance of the proposals by the 
Treasury, the station will, after March 31st, be 





administered by the*Ministry of Agriculture. On 
the understanding that the Treasury will be 


responsible for a grant of about £700 a year, the 
net amount to be found by those using the station 
will be £2,115, and this sum is to be obtained 
by increased fees. 

“Mr. H. E. Dale, Principal Assistant Secretary 
to the Ministry, presided, being supported by Mr. 
P. J. Kelland and other representatives of the 
Ministry’s Veterinary Department. 

“The new proposals were put forward and ex- 
plained by Mr. Dale. They provide for an increase 
of £1 5s. per head in the fees payable for cattle, 
and of 10s. per head for pigs. No increase in 
the per head fee for sheep and goats was recom- 
mended except in the case of highly valued stock. 
For cattle valued at £100 or over, there will be 
an extra fee payable of 2 per cent. of the value 
up to a maximum of £10, and for pigs valued at 
£40 or over there will be an additional fee at the 
— - 1 per cent. of value up to a maximum fee 
of tl. 

“Sir Merrik Burrell (representing the Royal 
Agricultural Society) seconded the adoption of 
the proposals, which, after minor alterations in 
phraseology had been made, were unanimously 
adopted. They will come into force with the 
Ministry’s taking over the station after March 31st, 
and are, of course, subject to the Treasury’s 


promised grant of £700 a year. 

“The representatives of the Ministry under- 
took to present a balance-sheet, at the end_ of 
the first period, showing the result of this first 
experimental year.” 


| 
| 
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| Intravenous Injections of Sodium Bicarbonate 
Solution (Method of Hallenbérg) in Aceton- 
emia of the Cow. Hotmpant, G. (1933.) Sov. 
Vet.-lidskr., 5, 176-180. | 


The author gives details of eleven cases of 
acetonemia and their treatment with intra- 
venous injections of an aqueous solution of 
sodium bicarbonate, 

|The original observations on this method by 
Hallenborg have been reviewed in this journal 
(Vel. Rec., 12, 30, 858). The abstractor thinks 
that this series of cases are of interest to those 
who have encountered so-called milk-fever cases 
which fail to respond to udder inflation and/or 
calcium therapy. It is to be regretted that the 
author did not record blood calcium. } 

CASE 1.—Strong, middle-aged cow, History.— 
Calved four-and-a-half months previously; one 
morning gave less milk and noticed to stagger 
when walking; finally became recumbent and 
unable to rise. Examination.—T., 38°4; coma- 
tose; characteristic aroma from cow and sur- 
roundings; no urine test made, Treatment,— 
Sodii bicarb., 150/1,000 intravenously; udder 
inflated. Result.—Uneventful recovery. 

Note.—A_ solution containing 150 gr. to the 
litre sediments out. In subsequent cases solu- 
tions of the strength of 80/960 or 40/480 were 
adopted since the salt dissolves in 12 parts of 
H,0. 

CAsE 2,—Cow, small, aged five to six years. 
History.—Calved three months before. For three 
days poor appetite and loss of condition. 
Examination.—Milk yield nil;  inappetence; 
walks slowly, stumbles and crosses the legs; 
T., 38°7; Legal’s test (urine) positive. Treal- 
ment, — 80/960 sodii bicarb. intravenously. 
Result.—Permanent rapid recovery. 

CasE 3.—Cow, Swedish red and white, 
medium size, middle-age. Hisltory.—Calved one 
day previously; retained foetal membranes. 
Examination.—T., 3%4; dull; unable to rise. 
Treatment.—Inflation of udder. Resull.—Some 
improvement, followed the next day by collapse. 
Re-examination.—Legal test (urine) positive. 
Trealment.—80/960° sodii bicarb, Resull.—Re- 
covery. ° 

Case 4.—Cow, small, aged four to five years. 
History. — Calved three months previously. 
Symptoms as in Case 2, with Legal positive. 
Treatment.—S80/960 sodii bicarb. intravenously. 
Result.—Recovery. 

Cask 5.—Cow, medium = size, middle-aged. 
History.—Calved two days ago (August 16th). 
Retained fcetal membranes. Evening of 17th 
dull, and on 18th found comatose, Examination, 
(August 18th).—T., 38°9. Udder inflation. 
Acetonzemic odour, Resull.—DPartial recovery ; 
subsequent recumbency. Re - examinalion.— 
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Characteristic odour; Legal (urine) positive. 
Treatment.—s0/960 sodii bicarb, solution intra- 
venously. Resull.—Rapid permanent recovery. 

CASE 6.—Cow, Swedish red and white, medium 
size. Reduced appetite for two days, attributed 
by owner to the fact that the cow was one week 
* overdue.” Had calved on the morning of the 
day of examination and could not rise. Ewami- 
nation.—T., 39; retained membranes; Legal test 
mildly positive. Treatment.—Udder inflated; 
88/0960 sodii bicarb. intravenously, Result.—Got 
up in two hours. Author admits that the injec- 
tion had probably little to do with the recovery. 

Case 7.—Cow, Friesian, middle-aged, History. 
—Calved five days ago. For last 8-14 days 
variable appetite with reduced milk yield. Loss 
of spirits and condition, Examination.—T., 386; 
urine inky; Legal test positive. Treatment,— 
40/480 sodii bicarb., intravenously. Result.— 
After two days much improved, with eventual 
total recovery; milk yield never so good as in 
previous lactations, 

Case 8&.—Heifer, Swedish red and white; 
medium size, History.—Calved for the first time 
one month previously ; now no appetite. Eaxvami- 
nation.—T., 388; depressed; no urine test. 
Treatment.—40/480 sodii bicarb. intravenously. 
Result.—Recovery after two days. 

Three further examples are quoted, the 
symptoms and treatment being similar to the 
cases already cited. 

No complications from the injections have 
been recorded. 





G. B. B. 

oe 38 ais as oo 
[Cats as Vectors of Hydatid. (Trans. title.) 

Lorincz, F. (1933.) Orvosi Hetalip, 77, 25, 

532-536. | 

Lérinez notes that cats are commonly sup- 
posed to be important reservoir hosts of 
Echinococcus granulosus, and goes on to show, 
from his experimental feeding of hydatid to 
eleven dogs and 51 cats, that development in 
the cat is very slow, the young tapeworms fre- 
quently degenerating and in any case not reach- 
ing sexual maturity. Of 31° experimentally 
infected cats which were carefully observed, 14 
spontaneously threw off the infection. On the 
other hand, all the dog infections were positive, 
sexual maturity of the worms being reached in 
36 days. This raises, but does not solve, the 
question as to whether Echinococcus oligarthrus 
in cats may not after all be a valid species. 
2 


’. !. 
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|The Cause of Nodular Enteritis in Cattle. 

Monnia, H. O. (1933.) Onderstepoort J. Vet. 

Sci. Anim. Indust., 1, 1, 63-65. | 

The larvie which Bontz and Krause in 1930 
described in nodules in bovine intestines and 
believed to be those of Bunostomum have been 
studied by Ménnig who submits conclusive 
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evidence that they belong to the genus 
(sophagostomum and probably to the species 
O. radiatum. Their microscopical appearances 
are compared with those of the larvie of 
O. columbianum from nodules in sheep. 

i a 


F 3 + % 


|Cattle Plague in Africa: The Situation Com- 
pared in the French and Foreign Colonies. 

(Trans. title.) CurAsson, G. Bull. de l'Acad. 

Vélt. de France, 6, 8, 348-351.] 

M. Curasson has written this note to correct 
the current impression that the cattle plague 
situation in French West Africa is worse than 
in the African colonies of other nations. Gambia 
is mentioned as having no veterinary service 
and cattle plague is stated to occur there con- 
stantly. Other examples are also given of the 
incidence of the disease. The Chief Veterinary 
Officer for the Gold Coast Colony is quoted as 
saying that “as a result of the French control 
of cattle plague it was rare to find diseased 
animals in imported herds.” 

The following figures are quoted for the cattle 
population, veterinary staff and stock inspectors 
for the different colonies :— 











Veterinary Stock 





Cattle. Officers. Inspectors. 
Gold Coast ... 0... 145,000 ... 7... 1 
Nigeria ... ...... 2,000,000 ... 19... 10 
Kenya cue ecw wag “II cca EL ace, ee 
Tanganyika 5,100,000 ... 20... 24 
Uganda 2,000,000 2... 9... 5 


French West Africa 4,500,000 ... 27 ... 26 


—__—_ 


Curasson states that the staff should be in- 
creased by the addition of 20 veterinary officers, 
15 stockmen and 20 veterinary assistants. 

In reply toa criticism of the methods adopted, 
it is stated that the formalised vaccine, which 
is now used everywhere, was used by him in 
1925, and that in 1982 alone 152,000 doses were 
injected. 

J. S. 
oe 


| Refrigerating Boxes for Use by Rail or Road. 

(Trans. title.) Tacnon. Bull. de Acad. Vét. 

de France, 6, 7, 262-267. | 

These boxes are large wooden cases with 
double walls, the space between the walls being 
filled with mattress wrack. They are refriger- 
ated with carbonic snow, and transportable by 
‘ail or road trucks. The boxes measure 31n. 10 
long, 2m.20 wide and 2m.60 high with an 
internal capacity of 11 cu.m. An ordinary truck 
‘an carry two of them. For exact details of 
their construction, those interested should con- 
sult the original article, which is illustrated with 
plans of the longitudinal and transverse sections, 

J. 8. 
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THE MUKTESAR INSTITUTE, INDIA 
[A Deseription of the Imperial Institute of 
Veterinary Research, Muktesar, and its sub- 
station, the Imperial Veterinary Serum 
Institute, Izatnagar. By F. Wark, F.R.C.v.S., 
I.v.s., Director. 33 pp., with 6 plates and 1 
site plan. 1983. Delhi: Manager of Publica- 
tions. Price Re, 1-4 or 2s. ] 
This booklet is a re-issue, very largely re- 
written to take note of subsequent developments, 
of a monograph prepared in 1913 by the late 


Lieut.-Colonel J. D. E. Holmes, C.1.£., M.A., D.Sc., 


M.R.C.V.S., On the work and products of what 
was then called the Imperial Bacteriological 
Laboratory, Muktesar, until its name was 
changed in 1925, on the application to Govern- 
ment of the Director of the time, to its present 
title, to indicate its function clearly as a central 
institute of veterinary research for India. 

The work of this institute has been reveiwed 
from time to time in the Record from the infor- 
mation contained in its short annual adminis- 
trative reports, and so the brief account given 
in this booklet of the technical activities of the 
institute which, incidentally, provides also a 
valuable glimpse into the main problems in 
animal disease of India, will be familiar in 
substance and language to readers, 

It is not often that an apologia of this kind 
is prepared by research institutes, though it 
must serve at times a very useful purpose. 
Colonel Holmes’s” original publication was 
evidently intended mainly to explain the use of 
the products manufactured at and sold from 
the laboratory, for over one-half of the text 
dealt with this subject and comprised reprints 
of the circular laboratory instructions. Since 
his day, however, there has been a great in- 
crease in the volume and an important change 
in the variety of the products issued from the 
laboratory, though the main product, upon 
which the largest share of its activities has 
heen expended—and hence the chief source of 
revenue as well as the necessity for which 
buildings and equipment were mainly provided 
in the course of deyvelopment—has remained 
cattle plague (rinderpest) serum. Possibly, 
what moved Dr. Lingard, the Imperial Bacteri- 
ologist as he was then called, to persuade his 
Government to provide a site for him, in 1893, 
in the remote seclusion of a Himalayan wilder- 
ness was the need for carrying out some pre- 
liminary experiments on the highly contagious 
cattle diseases, particularly rinderpest, in 
favourable climatic conditions, where the 
topography of the country lent itself to ready 
isolation of experimental animals, and, also, 





where he would not be likely to be disturbed by 
prevailing feeling against this class of operation, 
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It is hardly likely that he foresaw the installa- 
tion of a vast serum factory and palaces for 
research workers on his mountain top. His sue- 
cessor, Colonel Holmes, had certainly taken 
steps, by the acquisition of a large site on the 
plains, at Izatnagar, near Bareilly, in 1913, to 
prosecute a very large portion of the functions 
of the laboratory in conditions where he would 
not be cut off from intercourse with other human 
kind. The change in conditions now brought 
about is strikingly reflected in the precise lan- 
guage of Mr. Ware’s revised publication, which 
omits all direct reference to the mode of use 
of the saleable products; these and their prices 
are merely enumerated in a table at the end 
of the booklet. In fact, the position has tended 
to revert, it would seem, to that most commend- 


ably laid by the Government of India in 
designating originally the functions of the 


laboratory, which were “ to investigate diseases 
of domesticated animals in all Provinces in 
India and to ascertain, as far as possible, by 
biological research both in the laboratory and, 
when necessary, at the place of outbreak, the 
means for preventing and curing such diseases.” 

A development of this kind was the natural 
outcome of progress that has been made univer- 
sally in methods of investigating animal diseases 
experimentally. Some of the most valuable 
contributions to the advancement of Knowledge 
that could be said to be of real ultimate value 
to Indian stock owners were made by young 
veterinary research workers who are not named 
in the publication (except in the lists of papers) 
—Shilston, Pool, Doyle—who during the years 
between 1915 and 1921 carried out careful work 
upon cattle plague, which showed clearly the 
grave limitations of the “ serum-alone ” method 
of protection as it was then employed univer- 
sally in India and the real advantages, in spite 
of the risks entailed, of active immunisation, by 
the serum-simultaneous method. 

Then came about changes in the technique of 
serum manufacture, for both cattle plague and 
hemorrhagic septicemia, whereby the old costly 
and revolting systenr of “ hyperimmunisation ” 
was discarded. Cattle plague serum could be 
made thenceforward cheaply and humanely in 
abundance at the plains station from = “ con- 
valescent ” animals, which could again be used 
for hemorrhagic septicemia serum, and then 


sold. (The title “ Imperial Veterinary Serum 
Institute, Izatnagar,” now given to this sub- 
station is, of course, merely a_ little official 
turgidity.) It was not to be long’ before 
the more progressive provinces realised that 
they could readily meet their own require- 
ments locally by these easy methods, and 


we are told that Mysore and Madras have 
already commenced operations on these lines. 
Further, it was found from the researches under- 
taken at Muktesar that active immunisation of 
the relatively resistant indigenous cattle of 
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India against cattle plague was a comparatively 
easy problem, for if they were inoculated with 
virus that had undergone attenuation by pro- 
longed passage through goats they did not stand 
in need of a simultaneous safeguarding dose of 
serum. This procedure has already been 
employed on a considerable scale in the Central 
Provinces and in Bengal. The researches under- 
taken at Muktesar have therefore in the end 
tended to deprive it of the aspect of a factory 
enjoying a monopoly for the sale of products 
for animal disease control in India and, incident- 
ally, of its own direct revenue. 

At the present time, when we know a good 
deal more about the methods of carrying out 
research into the so-called virus diseases—and 
we have gained in England almost an ascend- 
ancy in this class of research—to wit, in canine 
distemper, louping-ill, foot-and-mouth disease, it 
is very doubtful whether it would ever again 
be claimed that it was necessary for workers 
in this pursuit to forsake the society of their 
fellow beings and take to their tasks as recluses 
in some romantic wilderness. Cattle plague, we 
now well realise, is not one of the desperately 
contagious diseases. 

The staff enumerated—a very small one 
having regard to the tasks ahead of it, unless 
the Provinces take up much more investigation 
work themselves—contains the names of only 
three European veterinary officers, of whom we 
recently recorded the sad death of one, namely, 
Mr. Cooper. It is pleasing to read the names 
of several young Indian gentlemen on the staff, 
for though we have not yet seen many of their 
countrymen acquit themselves with great dis- 
tinction in the field of experimental pathology, 
we are well aware of their prowess in the mathe- 
matical and physical sciences, It is hardly 
likely that in time to come they will be very 
readily persuaded to retreat to the cool climate 
of Muktesar in pursuit of their ambitions. 
Compared with most of their European prede- 
cessors and colleagues some of these gentlemen 
are amazingly prolific in papers. It will require 
much wise restraining influence on the part of 
directors to impress upon these tyros that this 
is not perhaps the best way to contribute their 
meed of good deeds to the lasting benefit of the 
millions of poor stock owners who stand in need 
of their services in India. 

The booklet has been published under the 
wegis of the Imperial Council of Agricultural 
Research, a body created by the Government of 
India following upon the recommendations of 
the Royal Commission of Agriculture in India, 
under the chairmanship of Lord Linlithgow, 
which published, after two years’ close investi- 
gation, its valuable report in 1928, This Council 
includes a veterinary worker, in charge of 
animal husbandry and veterinary science, as 
one of its three permanent members—a very 
salutary event, having regard to the distressing 
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difficulties experienced by directors of the 
Muktesar institute in effecting liaison with the 
Government of India since the abolition of the 
post of Inspector-General of the Civil Veterinary 
Department in 1912, 
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[The Farmer’s Guide to Agricultural Research 
in 1932.] 


The above, which is reprinted from The 
Journal of the Royal Agricultural Society of 
England, aims at giving the farmer information 
on the result of the year’s work at the experi- 
mental stations in a summarised and simple 
form. The survey of scientific procedure which 
it provides is not limited to research conducted 
in the British Isles, but takes stock of results 
achieved in other parts of the world. Farm 
crops are dealt with by Dr. G. D. H. Bell, of the 
School of Agriculture, Cambridge ; Dairy Farm- 
ing and Dairy Work by Mr. James Mackintosh, 
of the National Institute for Research in Dairy- 
ing, Reading; Diseases of Animals, Prevention 
and ‘Treatment by Dr. F. C. Minett, of the 
Research Institute in Animal Pathology, Royal 
Veterinary College, London; Farm Economics 
by Mr. C. S. Orwin, of the Agricultural 
Kconomics Research Institute, Oxford; The 
Feeding of Livestock by Dr. Charles Crowther, 
of Harper Adams Agricultural College, Newport ; 
Farm Implements and Machinery by Mr. 8S. J. 
Wright, of the Institute for Research in Agricul- 
tural Machinery, University of Oxford; Pests 
and Parasites by Mr. J. C. F. Freyer, Plant 
*athological Laboratories, Harpenden, Herts; 
Soils and Manures by Sir E. J. Russell, 
Rothamsted Experimental Station, Harpenden. 
In the Diseases of Animals Section, the work 
on three diseases has been specially commented 
on., viz., I, Foot-and-Mouth Disease; II, Swine 
Influenza; ILI, Contagious Abortion. A _ short 
resumé of the work in connection with these 
diseases will therefore be of interest to the 
veterinary profession. 


I. Foor-ANp-Moutn DISEASE 


(a) Cultivation of the Virus.—Until the last 
few years attempts at procuring growth of 
ulftravisible viruses have almost always ended 
in failure, though under natural conditions 
viruses apparently multiply within the cells of 
which the body is composed, and only to a 
limited extent in the body fluids. In the case 
of foot-and-mouth disease it is gratifying to be 
able to report that the virus has now been culti- 
vated by M. C. and H. B. Maitland, working at 
the Public Health Department, Manchester, on 
behalf of the British Foot-and-Mouth Disease 
Commission, and by F. Hecke at the Foot-and- 
Mouth Disease Station on the Island of Riems, 
Germany. A culture medium consisting of the 
minced lips, tongue and soles from the feet of 
embryo guinea-pigs was put up in small glass 
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flasks, and this was suspended in the blood 
plasma of guinea-pigs. It was found that in the 
medium minute quantities of virus, taken from 
the blebs which form on the feet of guinea-pigs 
after experimental inoculation, had multiplied 
considerably after three or four days’ incuba- 
tion at body temperature, in many flasks 1,000 
times or more, and in one case 100,000 times. 
The virus was transplanted through 17 succes- 
sive generations, and was _ still capable of 
infecting guinea-pigs when diluted 10,000 times. 
It was proved that guinea-pigs which had re- 
covered from the effects of inoculation with 
culture virus were immune to the natural virus. 
The practical advantages to be derived from 
the successful cultivation of this or other filter- 
able virus would appear to be that, apart from 
the opportunities of acquiring more information 
as to the exact nature or properties of viruses, 
it might prove to be a means of obtaining with 
ease large quantities of virus, which could be 
used in attempts at vaccinating susceptible 
animals. In foot-and-mouth disease there would 
be special advantage in that artificial cultiva- 
tion would do away with the necessity, for 
experimental purposes, of propagating in living 
animals a highly infective disease. 

(b) Varieties of Foot-and-Mouth Virus.—Up 
to 1925 two types of virus were known, and for 
certain reasons they were designated “O” and 
“A.” If an animal is inoculated with the virus 
of the “ O” type it will exhibit, after the proper 
incubation period, classical symptoms of the 
disease. If after complete recovery the animal 
is reinoculated with “O” type virus, no symp- 
toms appear, indicating that an immunity has 
developed. If, however, after complete recovery 
from an attack due to “O” virus, an animal 
is inoculated with a virus of the “A” type, 
symptoms of foot-and-mouth disease are again 
likely to appear, and the animal is then found 
to be immune to both types of virus. Conversely, 
animals recovered from the effects of an “A” 
virus are immune to an “ A” virus, but still are 
susceptible to an “O” virus. Experimentation 
has made it clear that the viruses are different 
from one another. In 1926 it was found that 
there exists in nature a virus of yet another 
type, which has been called type “CC,” and 
animals which have suffered infection with 
“O” and “A” yiruses are liable to exhibit ‘a 
third attack if inoculated with type “ C,” or if 
placed in contact with animals suffering from 
the effects of that particular type. The experi- 
ence in England is that the “O” type of virus 
predominates. Type “CC,” so far, has only been 
encountered in Germany and Italy. Of ten 
samples of virus from the Argentine, Andrews 
found that three were of the “O” type, and six 
did not conform to any of the three recognised 
types. 

(c) Disinfection in Foot-and-Mouth Disease.— 
The problem of selecting suitable chemicals for 
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killing the virus of the disease was investigated 
in the early days of the British Research Com- 
mittee. When the virus fluid was simply diluted 
With saline, copper sulphate was effective in a 
dilution of 1 in 10,000, whereas in the presence 
of cow dung, a concentration of 1 in 100 was 
required for complete disinfection, Contrary to 
what is the case with ordinary bacteria, carbolic 
acid and lysol were found to be relatively in- 
efficient. Alkalis were more active than acids. 
Caustic soda was effective at a concentration of 
1 in SOO, whereas sulphuric acid was inactive 
When diluted beyond 1 in 500. The superiority 
of alkalis for disinfection has also been recog- 
nised by workers abroad. Dobson, in work at 
Pirbright, found that a_ solution of sodium 
‘arbonate or common washing soda is very 
effective, a 4 per cent. solution at room tem- 
perature killing the virus in 15 minutes, while 
at a temperature of 140°F. the virus was 
destroyed in less than five minutes. The dis- 
infection of hay is of special importance owing 
to the length of time the virus survives upon it 
under certain conditions. Minett found that 
formalin was a reliable agent for killing the 
virus, and the conclusion was reached that 
uniform spraying with 1 per cent. formalin 
would be effective for disinfecting the surface 
of hay ricks. Subsequent experiments indicated 
that hay which had been sprayed with 1 per 
cent. formalin and allowed to dry in the open 
air could be fed to cattle without harmful 
effects. 

(d) Treatment of Foot-and-Mouth Disease.— 
The Foot-and-Mouth Disease Research Com- 
mittee have spared no effort in the hope of dis- 
covering some chemical which would destroy or 
influence the virus in the living animal. 
Galloway has altogether examined 90 different 
substances, and still other preparations have 
been tried by Dobson. Unfortunately, all these 
efforts have failed, in the sense that not one of 
the substances has definitely modified the course 
of the disease in doses which were not poisonous 
to the animals. Special attention was given to 
the iodine treatment recommended by G. K. 
Walker and W. Taylor in India, viz., iodine 
1 part, potassium iodide 2 parts, water 300 parts, 
injected into the jugular vein of infected cattle 
at about the time the animals’ temperatures are 
beginning to rise. Treatment in the first instance 
Was on guinea-pigs. The drug, however, neither 
inhibited nor delayed the development of 
lesions. The investigations were then continued 
upon cattle at the committee’s station at Pir- 
bright, three experiments being conducted, In 
the first experiment in five yearling cattle, and 
in doses of 16, 13 and 10 ounces, the treatment 
appeared to exercise no influence whatever on 
the course of the disease, though it was found 
that cattle may exhibit comparatively very great 
tolerance for iodine given intravenously. In the 
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second experiment, the treatment failed to pre- 
vent the development of the disease, as shortly 
afterwards vesicles appeared on the feet and 
subsequently in the mouth. In the final experi- 
ment five animals were infected by placing them 
in contact with two others which had been 
inoculated with virus, but every § animal 
developed vesicles before there was any signifi- 
‘ant rise of temperature, and the treatment 
could not be applied. The experiments served to 
emphasise the fundamental weakness of the 
method as a practical means of combating foot- 
and-mouth disease. To be of real value, a 
curative agent should be capable of checking 
the reaction at an early stage, before the animal 
becomes infective to others. 

(e) Immunisation against Foot-and- Mouth 
Disease.—(1) Serum treatment is now being 
adopted in Great Britain as an experimental 
method for the purpose of limiting the spread 
of the disease amongst animals living in close 
proximity to infected premises. In 1931 serum 
was used in 5,450 animals at 22 centres of the 
disease, and in two cases only did symptoms 
appear after treatment. In 1932 serum was 
used in connection with eleven outbreaks, and 
administered to 2,642 animals, including 2,291 
sheep and 229 cattle. The disease developed in 
only four animals, and in two of these infection 
was probably acquired before serum was 
injected. 

(2) A second method is to inject animals with 
a potent serum and with virus at the same time, 
the idea being that the serum will diminish the 
severity of the attack without preventing it 
altogether. Unfortunately, during the slight 
illness the animal is infective to others, 

(3) In France it has been shown that a 
certain degree of immunity could be induced in 
cattle by means of a vaccine composed of virus 
killed by formalin. In this country, Bedson, 
Maitland and Burbury, at the Lister Institute, 
reported that virus treated by formalin was 
eapable of producing in guinea-pigs a substan- 
tial measure of protection, and an experiment 
conducted at Pirbright in 1926 confirmed the 
fact that the resistance of cattle could ‘be 
increased by virus killed by formalin. 

It is most desirable that further properly 
conducted experiments on a_ sufficiently large 
scale should be carried out to determine the 
real value of formalinised vaccine in foot-and- 
mouth disease. 





Il. Swine INFLUENZA 

This disease appears to be unrecognised any- 
where outside the United States and Canada. 
“Inquiries have failed to show that it exists in 
Great Britain. The nature of the disease, and 
interesting facts regarding its causation, have 
recently been worked out by Shope of the 
Rockefeller Institute, New York, in two exten- 
sive outbreaks in Iowa. Bacteriological exami- 





nation of naturally and artificially infected 
swine, and the growth of bacteria from 
respiratory organs, would appear to have dis- 
closed the interesting result that such bacteria 
were indistinguishable in microscopical appear- 
ance and in cultural properties from bacteria 
which are frequently associated with influenza 
in human beings, but attempts at inducing swine 
influenza from the organisms of human influenza 
grown on artificial media failed. It was, how- 
ever, conclusively shown that in order to set up 
typical swine influenza it was necessary to 
inoculate either unfiltered material or filtrate 
and culture together of that disease. It was 
also established that healthy pigs placed in con- 
tact with those injected with filtrate and culture 
developed typical influenza. It was further 
shown that animals which had passed through 
an attack of the experimentally induced disease 
could not be reinfected by contact with pigs in 
the acute stages. On the other hand, animals 
which had recovered from the mild disease 
caused by intranasal injections of the filtered 
virus were immune to swine influenza. Shope 
then investigated the possibility of immunising 
swine against influenza without producing any 
illness at all in the process. This led to the 
discovery that if the filterable virus is injected 
into the muscles, no symptoms of any kind 
appear. The symptoms and certain of the patho- 
logical features of swine influenza are remark- 
ably similar to those of influenza in man. 
Further research may show still further 
analogies, but in any case the instance clearly 
illustrates the value which research in animal 
disease may have in solving the problems of 
disease in man. 


III. ConrTaGcious ABORTION IN CATTLE 


(a) Influence of Nutrition upon Susceptibility. 
—Now that abortion in cattle is recognised to 
be, in the majority of cases, a symptom of a 
contagious disease, the question has been 
debated for some time whether the disease is 
more likely to occur in cattle on a ration defi- 
cient in minerals and low in protein than in 
‘attle on a diet which meets all the requirements 
of the animals. From experiments carried out 
in 1926 at the College of Agriculture of the 
University of Wisconsin, U.S.A., it was shown 
that a “good” ration, consisting of alfalfa, 
corn, silage, and a grain mixture containing 
corn, oats, oil meal, bone meal, wheat bran, and 
cod-liver oil, did not increase resistance to con- 
tagious abortion, nor did a relatively poor ration 
increase susceptibility. The conclusions arrived 
at were that there is no evidence that resistance 
to contagious abortion can be increased, or the 
ravages of the disease reduced by building up 
the mineral or other nutritional reserves of the 
cow. The experiment was also held to justify 
several other important conclusions. Thus, cows 
have the ability to adapt themselves to a much 
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jower lime intake than has been thought pos- 
sible, and the efliciency of lime utilisation 
appears to increase as the level of lime in the 
ration decreases. 

(b) Survival of Abortion Bacteria Outside the 
Body.—Cows which have aborted continue to 
give off infective discharges from the genital 
tract for two or three weeks, and if not isolated 
during the period, are capable of infecting sheds 
and pastures. M’Fadyean and Stockman found 
that abortion bacteria from the uterus of an 
infected cow, When mixed with sterile broth and 
stored in a laboratory, were alive six and 
seven months later. Other workers have shown 
that if infective material is not allowed to dry 
up or go putrid in the ordinary sense, abortion 
bacteria are capable of surviving for at least 
six months. Schroeder and Cotton, in the United 
States, when uterine fluid was spread on pas- 
ture from February to May when the weather 
was rather warm, recovered living abortion 
organisms from ten days up to 135 days. While 
it is true that more information bearing on the 
subject would be valuable, the evidence on the 
whole strongly conflicts with the view that the 
organism is capable of surviving for more than 
three months under natural conditions outside 
the body. In any case, if an animal is thought 
to have aborted on pasture, early efforts should 
be made to find the foetus and its membranes. 
These would then be destroyed, and the spot 
covered with quicklime. 

(c) Method of Infection in Contagious Abortion. 

-It is now recognised that healthy cows 
become infected by way of the mouth, @.g., by 
licking recently-aborted animals, by consuming 
aborted foetuses, or by food or water contamin- 
ated with discharges from aborted cows. It is 
not essential for it to pass into the stomach and 
intestines before setting up infection. Much of 
it may remain on the lining membrane of the 
throat, and from that situation may gain access 
to the tissues. It has also been demonstrated 
that infection can be set up through the eye, and 
by way of the skin, which need not in every case 
be broken. 





LIGHT HORSE BREEDING 

At a meeting of the Stallion Committee of the 
Hunters’ Improvement and National Light Horse 
Breeding Society, it was decided that 60 premiums 
of the value of £100 and eight super-premiums of 
an additional £25 should be awarded to thorough- 
bred stallions at the Thoroughbred and Hunter 
Show of the Society, on February 27th, 28th and 
March 1st, at the Royal Agricultural Hall, London. 

Lord Digby, in proposing that the premiums 
should be offered for the benefit of light horse 
breeders, said he had received an intimation that 
in response to his urgent appeal for financial 
assistance, the Racecourse Betting Control Board, 
having regard to the objects for which they were 
constituted by Act of Parliament, had agreed to 
make a grant of £2,000 towards the award of 
premiums for thoroughbred stallions in 1934 for 
light horse breeding. 
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NATIONAL VETERINARY 
MEDICAL ASSOCIATION OF 
GREAT BRITAIN AND IRELAND 


Quarterly Meeting of Council 


STATE VETERINARY SERVICE 
RECOMMENDATIONS 


A well-attended meeting of Council, N.V.M.A., 
ai which certain matters of outstanding impor- 
tance were discussed, was held at the Conway 
Hall, Red Lion Square, London, on the after- 
noon of Tuesday, January 2nd, 19384. 

The President (Mr. W. Nairn) occupied the 
chair and there were also present: Mr. L. S. 
Balls, Captain J. R. Barker, Messrs. H. Bell 
and H. W. Steele Bodger, Captain R. E. C. 
Bullen, Professor J. B. Buxton, Mr. H. E. 
Bywater, Captain H. 8. Cockburn, Captain J. C. 
Coleman, Lieut.-Colonel J. A. Dixon, Major 
G. W. Dunkin, Mr. E. P. Edwards, Professor 
S. H. Gaiger, Messrs. H. Gooch and H. W. 
Grifliths, Captain O. V. Gunning, Captain J. R. 
Hewer, Mr. L. Hughes, Major H. Kirk, Mr. 
FE. C. Lloyd, Dr. R. Lovell, Mr. J. W. MeIntosh, 
Professor James Macqueen, Mr. G. P. Male, 
Captain 8. J. Motton, Messrs. R. B. Nelder and 
(. E. Perry, Captain J. W. Procter, Mr. W. D. 
Rees, Lieut.-Colonel P. J. Simpson, Major A. 
Spreull, Mr. H. P. Standley, Captain W. K. 
Townson, Messrs. W. Tweed, T. Wilkinson, 
J. Willett and R. A. Willett, Dr. W. R. 
Wooldridge and Lieut.-Colonel T. D. Young, 
together with Captain J. R. Rider (Hon. Secre- 
tary), Captain W. G. Wragg (Hon. Treasurer), 
Mr. C. O. Langley (Solicitor) and Mr. F. Knight 
(General Secretary). 

At the outset, the PresIDENT said that, before 
they began their business proceedings that after- 
noon, he desired to wish the Inembers of Council 
the compliments of the season: health and 
happiness for every one of them and a successful 
year for the Association. (Hear, hear.) He 
admired the courage of the Secretary in bring- 
ing a Scottish President down to London on 
New Year’s Day, in preparation for that 
meeting. (Laughter.) 

The minutes of the last meeting and the 
adjourned meeting of Council, having been pub- 
lished in The Veterinary Record, were taken as 
read, confirmed and signed, on the proposition 
of Mr. J. W. McInrosn, seconded hy Major 
SPREULL. 

Arising from the minutes, (1) The SECRETARY 
read a letter, dated November 11th, 1933, from 
Mr. Hall Masheter, of Newnham-on-Severn, in 
reference to Mr. Holroyd’s letter read at the 
adjourned meeting of Council held on Octo- 
ber 11th, concerning the purchaser of milk, ete., 
examining the premises and cows of producers. 
Mr. Hall Masheter expressed dissent, from his 
own knowledge, with the statement then made 
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by Lieut.-Colonel Dixon that the above was 
“merely a clause” and that “it was obvious 
that, in practice, the person who would be asked 
to examine the herd .. . . would be a 
veterinary surgeon.” 

The PRESIDENT observed that the letter called 
for no action: it was read for the information 
of the Council. 

(2) The Secretary reported the receipt of 
formal acknowledgments from the Economic 
Advisory Council, Ministry of Agriculture and 
Fisheries, Ministry of Health, and the County 
Youncils’ Association of the resolution passed at 
the last meeting of Council with reference to 
the recommendations of the Reorganisation 
Commission for Milk. The resolution, said the 
Secretary, had also been sent to the Association 
of Municipal Corporations, but as yet no 
acknowledgment had been received. 

(3) The SecRETARY reported that, as_ in- 
structed, he had informed the Secretary of the 
Reorganisation Commission for Eggs and 
Poultry of the desire of the Association to afford 
the Commission any assistance within its power. 
and offcring to supply evidence on the control 
of poultry diseases. In reply, a letter of thanks 
for the offer of assistance had been received, 
and a later letter contained an enquiry whether 
the Association desired to make any representa- 
tions to the Commission on subjects affecting 
the marketing of eggs and poultry. 

It was agreed that this matter should be dis- 
cussed later, in association with a related item 
on the agenda. 

CORRESPONDENCE 

(1) From the following members of Council, 
apologising for their inability to attend the 
meeting: Dr. O. Charnock Bradley, Mr. Duncan 
Cumming, Major T. Dalling. Mr. P. F. Dolan, 
Mr. A. A. Donnelly, Major A. C. Dunean, Mr. 
Arthur Gofton, Sir F. Hobday, Captain H. Tudor 
Hughes, Mr. G. T. Matthews, Major R. H. H. 
Over, Captain A. W. Noel Pillers, Major D. 8. 
Rabagliati, Captain KF. (. Scott. Captain R. 
Simpson. Major F. J. Taylor, Major J. ,H. 
Taylor, Dr. A. W. Whitehouse and Mr. Wm. 
Woods. 

(2) From Mr. L. EF. Perkins, Hon. Secretary 
of The Society of Veterinary Officers, dated 
October 19th, 1933, in the following terms :— 

* At the Annual General Meeting of the Society 
of Veterinary Officers, held at Llandudno on Sep- 
tember 18th, 1933, the provisions of the Slaughter 
of Animals Act, 1933, were fully discussed by 
the members. It was felt that the power granted 
to Medical Officers of Health and Sanitary 
Inspectors under Section 7 (1) should have been 
extended to veterinary officers employed by local 
authorities, and that this omission reflects gravely 
upon the veterinary profession as a whole. 

“Exception was also taken to Section 3 of the 
Act, for, as it reads at present, no veterinary 
surgeon can conduct experimental work with 


new designs of mechanical killers, nor can_any 
favourite animal be slaughtered at a knacker’s 
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yard for an owner by his veterinary surgeon. 
It was felt that this was unwarranted interfer- 
ence with the liberty of the veterinary profession, 
and that exemption should have been granted 
under the Act. 

“The meeting deeply regretted that the 
National Veterinary Medical Association had not 
watched more closely the passage of this Act 
throughout the whole of the draft stages, as the 
omission of the veterinary surgeon from its pro- 
visions will reflect gravely upon the profession 
for many years to come.” 

The PREsIDENT said that the question dealt 
with in that communication would arise on the 
report of the Parliamentary Committee and 
could be discussed then. 

(3) From the Hon. Secretary of The Society 
of Veterinary Officers, dated October 20th, 1933, 
as follows :-— 

“TI have to inform you that a society has been 
formed of veterinary surgeons appointed in a 
whole-time capacity by_ the Government or a 
local authority in Great Britain, and named ‘ The 
Society of Veterinary Officers... The objects of 
this society are as follows:— 

(a) To advance veterinary science especi- 
ally as it applies to public health and 
diseases of animals. 

(b) To watch legislation relating to matters 
of public health and diseases of animals and 
any other matters of interest to its members, 
and to take any action which may be deemed 
necessary. 

(c) To promote the interests, advance the 
position and elevate the status of veterinary 
officers. 

_ (d) To encourage post-graduate education 

_in Veterinary State Medicine. 

“TIT am also instructed to inform you that this 
society will be pleased at any time to render any 
assistance in its power to your organisation in 
connection with questions in relation to matters 
concerning veterinary public health, diseases of 
animals, or the slaughter of animals.” 

The PRESIDENT stated that the contents of that 
letter would be noted. 

(4) From the National Horse Association of 
(reat Britain, seeking the views of associated 
bodies on the request of the National Pony 
Society that the N.H.A. should submit to the 
proper authorities that a 40 per cent. duty should 
be imposed on all foreign horses imported into 
this country. 

After discussion, it was agreed, on the pro- 
position of Mr. J. W. McInrosn, seconded by Mr. 
J. WitLettT, that this matter be referred to a 
sub-committee for consideration, with power to 
act. The sub-committee was then appointed, as 
follows: Captain J. R. Hewer, Messrs. R. C. 
Irving, G. P. Male, J. W. McIntosh, W. D. Rees, 
J. Willett and the Hon. Secretary. 

(5) From Mr. W. L. Hindmarsh, Hon. Secre- 
tary of The Australian Veterinary Association, 
and written from the Veterinary Research 
Station, Glenfield, on October 3rd, 1933, in the 
following terms :— 

_“ The Annual General Meeting of the Australian 

Veterinary Association was held at Canberra 
between the dates of August 29th and Septem- 
ber Ist. 

“Following the announcement to the meeting 
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that affiliation had been granted by the National 
Veterinary Medical Association of Great Britain 
and Ireland, it was unanimously resolved:- 
‘That the fraternal greetings of the 
Australian Veterinary Association in general 
meeting assembled be conveyed to_ the 
National Veterinary Medical Association.’ 

“I have pleasure in forwarding the greetings 
of the Australian Veterinary Association.” 

The letter was greeted with loud applause. 

(6) From the Hon. Secretaries of The Royal 
Institute of Public Health, inviting the appoint- 
ment of delegates from the Association to the 
Annual Congress of the Institute, to be held in 
the City of Norwich from May 15th-20th, 1934. 
The communication stated that among the 
sections would be one devoted to the considera- 
tion of “ Veterinary Medicine and Agriculture.” 

It was agreed to appoint the President or his 
nominee, and Lieut.-Colonel T. Dunlop Young 
(who is giving a demonstration at this Congress ) 
as delegates. 

(7) From the Secretary of The Royal 
Sanitary Association of Scotland, forwarding «a 
copy of the Association’s recently issued Memor- 
andum on ‘“ The Further .Control of the Milk 
Supply from a Public Health Standpeint.” 

These communications were referred to the 
Editorial Comunittee. 

(8) From Mr. H. Llewelyn-Jones, Hon. Secre- 
tary of The Veterinary Practitioners’ League, 
dated December 11th, 1933, and stating: 

“ At a General Meeting of the above League held 
at Shrewsbury on the ist inst. it was unanimously 
passed that the League, through its Hon. Secre- 
tary, should make an application lo the Council 
of the N.V.M.A. for admission as a ‘ Division’ of 
the ‘National’ and I now respectfully beg to do so. 

“T beg to enclose three copies of the * consti- 
tution’ of the League, which was unanimously 
approved of and passed at the same General 
Meeting. 

zi The League has now a membership of 146. 

“ Trusting that our application will be brought 
before the Council when it next meets on 
January 2nd, and that it will be favourably 
received.” 

The Secretary read the “ constitution” of 
The Veterinary Practitioners’ League, referred 
to in the foregoing communication. 

The Council, having heard Mr. E. P. Edwards 
and other members in support of this applica- 
tion, carried, by a large majority, the following 
resolution, which was proposed by Mr. Epwarps 
and seconded by Mr. STEELE Bopcer: “ That The 
Veterinary Practitioners’ League be admitted as 
a Division of the National Veterinary Medical 
Association.” 

This concluded consideration of the corre- 
spondence. 

The SEcRETARY reported that Mr. J. F. Rees, 
of Carmarthen, had presented to the Association 
volumes of The Veterinary Record for the years 
1915-20. 

The PRESIDENT observed that the Association 
were very pleased to have the gift, and a letter 
of thanks would be sent. (Applause.) 





MEMBERSHIP 

The SECRETARY reported the number of 
members of the Association at December 31st, 
1933, as 1,630. 

The Obituary List was now read, Council 
standing in tribute the while. 

Ten resignations were reported, together with 
the deletion from the Membership Roll of 22 
names of members who, under Article 30, for- 
feited membership through failure to pay their 
1933 subscription. 

The following new members were elected, on 
the proposition of Captain J. R. Hewer, 
seconded by Major A. SpREULL: Lieut.-Colonel 
T. E. Burridge (rinton-on-Sea), Captain A. 
Whitelaw Carter (Midhurst), Mr. B. F. Crean 
(Dublin). Mr. W. Dotechin (Stocksfield), Mr. 
J. H. Gillespie (Doncaster), Mr. VP. Harvey 
(Glasgow), Mr. J. W. H. Holmes (Fdgware), 
Mr. G. A. Hudson (Honiton), Mr. W. A. Ireland 
(Halifax). Miss E. M. Jaques (Ipswich), Mr. 
W. E. Lancaster (Bletchley), Mr. F. Land 
(Bow), Mr. N. Macdonald (Guisborough), Mr. 
Rk. T. H. Massey (Glasgow). Mr. G. S. Peyton 
(Tunbridge Wells). Mr. S. C. Salaman (Road- 
water), Mr. James Stewart (Croydon). Mr. 
J. V. Tevlin (R.A.V.C.) and Mr. A. M. Urquhart 
(Ministry of Agriculture). 


Reports of Standing Committees 


Organising Committee. 


Captain J. R. Riper (Chairman) read the 
following report of this committee, and moved 
its reception :— 

A meeting of the Organising Committee was 
held at the Offices of the Association on Monday, 
January Ist, 1934, when Captain J. R. Rider was 
re-appointed Chairman for the ensuing year. 

The minutes of the previous meeting were read 
and signed as correct. 

Arising from the minutes, the committee 
approved the letter, drafted by the Chairman, 
which had been addressed to Sir James Douglas, 
of Folkestone, on October 15th, correcting certain 
mis-statements in the latter’s communication to 
the local press on the subject of sick animals. 

Also arising, a letter was read from the Hon. 
Secretary of the Lancashire Division with regard 
to the correspondence received by the a 
from a local practitioner protesting against the 
proposed erection of an R.S.P.C.A. hospital in 
Liverpool, 

In view of the terms of this letter, it was decided 
to ascertain whether the protest was _ still sup- 
ported by all of the signatories to the original 
letter. 

It was further agreed to invite one representa- 
tive from the Laneashire Division and one 
member of the Association representing the Liver- 
pool practitioners concerned to discuss the whole 
matter at the next meeting of the committee. 

Consideration was given to a communication 
signed by three local practitioners, with regard 
to the attendance of veterinary surgeons at an 
R.S.P.C.A. dispensary in the East End of London. 

After careful consideration, the committee 
decided that no action could be taken in this 
instance, but that the signatories be informed 
that efforts were being made to formulate a policy 
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designed to avoid a recurrence of such a com- 
plaint. 

A letter was read from the R.S.P.C.A., asking 
whether or not it is expected that when R.S.P.C.A. 
headquarters, in the case of London, or any of 
their branches in the case of the rest of England 
and Wales, meditate opening a dispensary or 
establishing the decentralised scheme of free 
treatment in any district, they shall approach 
every veterinary surgeon in the area concerned. 

After consideration, it was decided to invite 
the Chief Secretary, R.S.P.C.A., to discuss ques- 
tions of policy with the committee at its next 
meeting, including the title to be given to such 
dispensaries. 

A letter was read from the Scottish Metropolitan 
Division suggesting that the N.V.M.A. should come 
to an arrangement with the Scottish S.P.C.A. 
similar to the one whereby the R.S.P.C.A. pay a 
flat rate fee for attendance co veterinary surgeons 
on small animals injured by motor cars, where 
fees are nol recoverable from other sources. 

It was agreed to make representations along 
the lines suggested. 

The Secretary reported that several cases of 
advertising by unqualified persons had _ been 
brought to notice. Counter-advertisements had 
been inserted in the local press in accordance 
with the policy of the Association. 

The commitiee considered a proposal made by 
a member, designed to protect_the interests of 
practitioners against the activities of unqualified 
persons, 

It was decided that the suggestion amounted 
to advertising likely to involve disciplinary 
action by the R.C.V.S. It was therefore agreed 
that no action could be taken unless intended to 
give publicity to a decentralised scheme of free 
treatment approved by the Association. 

Arising from a letter from the West of Scotland 
Division, the Secretary was authorised to insert 
a suitable counter-advertisement in the principal 
local papers in terms to be agreed with the 
Secretary of the Division. 

The following resolution of the Central Divi- 
sion, remitted by Council, was considered :— 

“ That the present practice of veterinary 
surgeons of taking girls as canine nurses, 
training them, and giving them certificates, 
is to be deprecated.” 

After a prolonged discussion, it was decided 
to recommend that the terms of the resolution 
be endorsed. 

At the request of the Council, the committee 
also considered the following resolution § put 
forward by Mr. W. Tweed:— 

“That the N.V.M.A. consider the advisa- 
bility of obtaining the permission of the 
British Broadcasting Corporation to appoint 
veterinary surgeons to speak on veterinary 
matters of public interest.” 

It was resolved to recommend that an approach 
be made to the B.B.C. in the manner suggested. 

The Secretary read the report of the Assessors 
for the Clinical Prize Scheme for Students on 
the notes submitted by the six entrants for the 
1933 competition. 

It was resolved to recommend to Council that 
the prizes be awarded as follows:-— 

Ist Prize.—-Norman J. Scorgie, Royal Veter- 
inary College, London. 

2nd Prize.—J. W. Macaulay, Glasgow Veter- 
inary College. 

3rd Prize—-P. M. Sutton, Royal Veterinary 
College, London. 

In addition, the committee resolved to recom- 
mend that the scheme should be continued, in 
view of the importance of encouraging clinical 
observation by students. 
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The committee approved the terms of a letter 
which had been addressed to Dr. Charles Porter 
who, in a speech at the Annual Dinner of the 
Sanitary Inspectors’ Association, and reported in 
the October number of The Sanitarian, made 
statements belittling the services which members 
of the veterinary profession are rendering in 
regard to the inspection of meat. 

As no reply had been received, it was decided 
to send a letter for publication in an early issue 
of The Sanitarian, The drafting of the letter was 
left in the hands of the Chairman and Colonel 


Dixon. 

The motion was seconded by Major H. Kirk. 

Professor S. H. Gaicer said that the report 
contained one verbal inaccuracy, correction of 
which perhaps the Chairman of the committee 
would accept. It was with reference to the pro- 
posed hospital at Liverpool, where the report 
referred to the objectors to the scheme as 
Liverpool practitioners. He would like the word 
* Liverpool’ deleted, as the signatories to the 
letter were not all Liverpool practitioners. 

Captain RIDER said that personally he had no 
objection whatever to the proposed deletion, if 
the Council so wished. He might perhaps call 
Professor Gaiger’s attention to an earlier state- 
ment, introducing that very subject, which he 
would read: *“ Also arising, a letter was read 
from the Hon. Secretary of the Lancashire Divi- 
sion with regard to the correspondence received 
by the committee from a_ local practitioner 
protesting against the proposed erection of an 
R.S.P.C.A. hospital in Liverpool.” 

Professor GAIGER: “ Yes, but I think the local 
practitioner writes on behalf of seven local 
practitioners.” 

Captain RipER repeated that he had no 
objection. 

Dr. W. R. Woo_pripceE asked if the committee 
had decided that any action was to be taken 
directly with Dr. Charles Porter himself. It 
seemed to him that the remarks he made were 
so strongly against the veterinary profession 
that the N.V.M.A. should take some action 
directly with the gentleman himself. 

Captain Riper replied that a letter in no un- 
certain terms had already been addressed to Dr. 
Porter. No reply had been received, and they 
hoped to follow it up by a public notice in 
The Sanitarian. (Hear, hear.) 

Mr. McInrosH moved the adoption of the 
report. This was seconded by Dr. Woo.LpRIDGE 
and carried unanimously. 


Appointments Committee. 

The following report of this committee was 
read by its Chairman (Professor J. B. Buxton), 
who moved its reception :— 

The Appointments Committee met at 2, Verulam 
Buildings, on Monday, January 1st, 1934, when 
Professor J. B. Buxton was re-appointed Chair- 
man for the ensuing year. 

The minutes of the previous meeting were taken 
as read, confirmed and signed. 

_ The sub-committee appointed at the York meet- 
ing in July last submitted the draft of a circular 
letter to local authorities urging them to give 
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effect to the recommendations of the Depart- 
mental Committees on Meat Inspection when the 
appointment of officers to inspect meat is under 
consideration. This letter was approved for issue. 

A letter was read from a local authority inti- 
mating that the Association’s communication of 
October last re the salary of the Corporation’s 
veterinary officer had been considered by the 
appropriate sub-committee, and that their deci- 
sion that the letter lie on the table had been 
confirmed by his Council. 

After discussion, the committee came to the 
conclusion that no further action could usefully 
be taken at present. 

At the request of the Editorial Committee, 
renewed consideration was given to the salaries 
and conditions of appointments with the Govern- 
ment of Southern Rhodesia. 

A sub-committee composed of the Chairman, 
the President, Lieut.-Colonel J. A. Dixon and Mr. 
LI. E. W. Bevan was appointed to go further into 
this matter and make suitable representations 
through the High Commissioner in London. 

The committee approved the action of the 
Chairman in authorising the insertion in The 
Veterinary Record of notices advising intending 
applicants for the posts of Chief Veterinary 
Officer, Hereford, and Assistant Veterinary Officer, 
Derbyshire, to communicate with the Associa- 
tion before applying for these posts, which were 
being advertised in the lay press at salaries below 
those recommended by the N.V.M.A. Approval 
was also given to letters addressed to the county 
councils concerned. 

In connection with the Hereford appointment, 
the Secretary added that he had since been given 
to understand that it was likely that the salary 
would be increased to the figure recommended 
by the Association. 

No development had so far been reported in 
regard to the Derbyshire appointments. 

A letter was considered from a member object- 
ing to applicants for a recent appointment as 
Chief Veterinary Officer being restricted to 
holders of the D.V.S.M., but his suggestion that 
the Association should communicate with local 
authorities on the matter was not adopted. 

Consideration was given, at the request of the 
Council, to the following resolution submitted by 
The Scottish Society of Veterinary Inspectors :— 

“That the N.V.M.A. be asked to ascertain 
the salaries presently paid by local authori- 
ties to whole-time veterinary inspectors in 
Scotland, and, in such cases as the Council 
of the N.V.M.A. consider the salary paid to 
be insufficient, to point out to the respon- 
sible local authority what an adequate salary 
for such an appointment should be, and to 
urge such local authority to increase the 
scale of salary accordingly.” 

After discussion, it was decided that the Society 
be asked for any information in its possession, 
and in the event of complete details being un- 
obtainable from that source, that a questionnaire 
be issued direct to whole-time veterinary officers 
in Scotland. 

An application was received from a member 
for the support of the Association in his efforts 
to improve his salary as veterinary officer to a 
county borough. 

The draft of a letler to the Corporation, having 
this object in view, was approved by the 
committee. 

Dr. WOOLDRIDGE seconded the motion. 

The report was adopted, without discussion, 
on the proposition of Mr. McInrosnu, seconded 
by Lieut.-Colonel J. A, Dixon, 





Veterinary Officers’ and Public Health 
Committee. 


Mr. G. P. MALE (Chairman) read the follow- 
ing report of this committee, and moved its 
reception :— 

The Veterinary Officers’ and Public Health 
Committee met at 2, Verulam Buildings, on Mon- 
day, January Ist, 1934, when Mr. G. P. Male was 
re-appointed Chairman during the ensuing year, 

The minutes of the previous meeting were read 
and signed as correct. 

Arising from the minutes, a reply was read from 
Mr. P. J. Howard with regard to the following 
resolution moved by him and submitted by the 
Public Health Section of the Congress at Llan- 
dudno:— 

* The Public Health Section of the Congress 
of the N.V.M.A. is of opinion that, in the 
interests of the public, it is essential that the 
Public Health (Meat) Regulations should be 
so amended as to ensure that all meat exposed 
for sale in butchers’ shops and stalls should 
be protected from contamination by _ the 
maintaining of closed windows to such 
shops and stalls.” ; 

After careful consideration, the committee came 
to the conclusion that while it would not be 
practicable to insist upon the maintenance of 
closed windows to shops and stalls, the Ministry 
of Health should be informed that, in the opinion 
of the Association, the existing regulations re- 
quire amendment so as to ensure better protection 
from contamination of meat exposed for sale. 

Consideration was given to correspondence 
from a member, taking exception to the tuber- 
culin testing of dairy herds under the Milk 
(Special Designations) Order by the whole-time 
veterinary officer for his area, free of charge, and 
asking for the Association’s advice or assistance 
with a view to getting the matter satisfactorily 
settled. ; ; 

After prolonged discussion, it was decided to 
take this matter up with the local authority con- 
cerned; the drafting of the letter being left to 
the Chairman, Lieut.-Colonel J. A. Dixon and the 
Secretary. : : 

It was further decided that The Society of 
Veterinary Officers be acquainted with the feel- 
ing that exists among practitioners with regard 
to free tuberculin testing by local authorities, and 
that the Society be asked to co-operate with the 
N.V.M.A. in ensuring that this practice does not 
operate unduly to the detriment of the general 
practitioner, 

Captain W. K. Towwson seconded the motion. 

Lieut.-Colonel J. A. Dixon said that he would 
ask if, at the meeting of the committee held the 
previous day, it was not suggested that the 
whole question of the tuberculin testing of 
animals in Certified and Grade “A” (T.T.) 
herds should be discussed and settled by the 
Association and a policy formulated ? 

Mr. Mare directed Lieut.-Colonel Dixon's 
attention to the last paragraph of the report, 
and the latter then expressed himself as satis- 
fied with its implications. 

Mr. W. Tween observed that, in regard to the 
protection of meat exposed for sale in butchers’ 
shops and stalls, he felt that they, as an Associa- 
tion, should leave the matter alone at the 
presont moment, in view of the fact that the 
regulations had more or less made it clear that 
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if contamination could be proved the butcher 
was liable for prosecution. The regulations 
were certainly somewhat inadequate in allow- 
ing latitude of interpretation in so far as they 
called upon the butcher to take ‘“ reasonable 
precautions ” to safeguard the meat against con- 
tamination; nevertheless, he thought that if 
that line were taken, and the butchers warned 
that they had to take reasonable precautions, 
it would be sufficient. If they insisted on 
advising the Ministry of Health on that matter, 
he thought they ought to be in a position to 
advise them correctly, and if they said that all 
stalls should have closed windows they would 
be asking for something which was impractic- 
able. 

Mr. MAce thought that Mr. Tweed was under 
some misapprehension, and that the committee 
agreed with what Mr. Tweed had just said. 
Perhaps he might read the paragraph again: 
“After careful consideration, the committee 
came to the conclusion that while it would not 
be practicable to insist upon the maintenance 
of closed windows to shops and stalls, the 
Ministry of Health should be informed that, in 
the opinion of the Association, the existing 
regulations require amendment so as to ensure 
better protection from contamination of meat 
exposed for sale.” 

There was, proceeded Mr. Male, a regulation 
with regard to the safeguarding of meat from 
contamination, but, as Mr. Tweed had said, it 
was very difficult to bring it home to the 
butchers, and several prosecutions, he believed, 
had followed on that score. The regulation 
seemed to want strengthening, and that was the 
point that the Association, in the committee’s 
opinion, should make with the Ministry. 

The report was adopted, on the proposition of 
Mr. STEELE BopceEr, seconded by Mr. W. D. REEs. 


Parliamentary Committee. 

The report of this committee was read, as 
follows, by Lieut.-Colonel Drxon, who moved its 
reception : 

A meeting of the Parliamentary Committee was 
held at the offices of the Association on Monday, 
January Ist, 1934, with Lieut.-Colonel J. A. Dixon 
in the chair. 

The minutes of the previous meeting were read 
and signed as correct. 

Arising from the minutes, a letter was read 
from the Ministry of Health stating that the repre- 
sentations of the Association on the position of 
members of the veterinary profession under the 
Slaughter of Animals Act, 1933, had been noted 
for consideration when an opportunity occurs, 
but pointing out that the Act was not a Govern- 
ment measure. 

The letter also mentioned that the Association’s 
proposals for the amendment of Sections 116-119 
of the Public Health Act, 1875, had similarly been 
noted. 

The Secretary reported that, upon the receipt 
of a communication from Lieut.-Colonel T. Dunlop 
Young on the subject, he had obtained the per- 
mission of the Chairman to approach Lieut.- 
Colonel T. C. R. Moore, m.p., in regard to the 








proposed Amending Bill to the Slaughter of 
Animals Act, and Colonel Moore’s reply was read. 
This stated that when the appropriate time is 
reached he will have no hesitation in meeting the 
Association’s desires and, provided the Ministry 
of Health are of a similar view, that he hoped 
that the House of Commons would readily be 
persuaded to consent to the extension of the 
“right of entry” to veterinary surgeons and the 
grant of permission to slaughter without a 
licence, The letter added that the Association 
would be notified when that time had arrived. 

A letter was read from Dr. Bullock transmitting 
copies of letters on the same matter addressed by 
the Royal College to the Ministry of Health and 
the Ministry of Agriculture on December 4th. 

A further letter was read from Dr. Bullock 
intimating that a report had been received from 
the Parliamentary Agents to the effect that no 
private Bills deposited at the commencement of 
the present session of Parliament contain clauses 
which affect the veterinary profession, but enclos- 
ing a copy of the Dogs Protection Bill—the only 
public measure introduced up to date of interest 
to the profession. 

In regard to this Bill, the committee decided 
to recommend the Council to support any steps 
that may be taken by the Royal College in 
opposing the Bill. 

The Secretary announced that he had reminded 
the Secretary to the Departmental Committee 
appointed by the Minister of Health in 1931 to 
review the enactments relating to local govern- 
ment and public health, of the Association’s pro- 
posals for the amendment of clauses 116-119 of 
the Public Health Act, 1875, forwarded in May of 
that year, and had received the reply that the 
committee had not yet issued any report on the 
amendment of the laws relating to public health. 


Mr. R. B. NELDER seconded the motion. 

On the motion of Dr. WooLpRIDGE, seconded 
by Mr. TweEeEp, the report was adopted without 
discussion. 


Joint Meeting of the Parliamentary and 
Veterinary Officers’ and Public Health 
Committees. 


The following report was read by Mr. G. P. 
MALE, who moved its reception :— 

A joint meeting of the Parliamentary and the 
Veterinary Officers’ Committees was held at 
2, Verulam Buildings, on Tuesday, January 2nd, 
1934, when there were present: Messrs. L. S. Balls 
and H. W. Steele Bodger, Captain J. C. Coleman, 
Lieut.-Colonel J. A. Dixon, Mr. C. R. Golledge, 
Captain O. V. Gunning, Messrs. E. C. Lloyd and 
G. P. Male, Captain S. J. Motton, Mr. R. Barons 
Nelder, Major A. Spreull, Mr. Harry P. Standley, 
Captain W. K. Townson, Messrs. W. Tweed and 
T. Wilkinson, and the Hon Secretary, Captain 
J. R. Rider. 

Mr. Male was appointed Chairman. 

The purpose of the meeting was to consider 
the following resolution passed at the adjourned 
meeting of Council held on October 11th, 1933:— 

“That the Joint Committee of the Parlia- 
mentary Committee and the Veterinary 
Officers’ and Public Health Committee be 
asked to submit a scheme to this Council for 
adoption as the Association’s policy to secure 
uniformity of action in regard to routine in- 
spection of dairy cattle and generally in the 
direction of securing co-ordination of the 
veterinary control of animal diseases; and, 
further. that the committee recommend what 
action, if any, be taken by the Council,” 
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After lengthy discussion, it was unanimously 
agreed to recommend :— 

(a) “ That there should be a State Veter- 
inary Service under one central Government 
Department in which shall be invested the 
duties of appointing the staff and control- 
ling the whole of the veterinary services of 
the country, to include the veterinary duties 
under the Diseases of Animals Acts and 
Orders, the Milk and Dairies Acts and Orders 
(including the housing of animals), meat 
inspection, veterinary research, and_ the 
Veterinary Advisory Scheme. 

(b) “ That the veterinary practitioner shall 
be incorporated in this service, as well as the 
whole-time veterinary officer. 


(c) “ That copies of the foregoing recom- 
mendations be sent to the Minister of 
Agriculture, the Minister of Health, and to 
the Economic Advisory Council.” 

The motion was seconded — by 
TOWNSON. 

In discussion, Mr. H. E. Bywater said that 
he wished to speak with regard to Clause A of 
the committee’s recommendation. He thought 
the committee were deplorably out of touch with 
the feelings and views of local authorities, 
especially the counties and county boroughs. He 
could not believe for one moment that they would 
be willing to hand over any of their powers, 
either as to personnel or as to finance, to a 
Government Department. 

Another point was, what Government Depart- 
ment would be willing to hand over what powers 
it already possessed to the proposed ‘“ central 
Government Department ”’? Of the two existing 
Departments at present concerned, the Ministry 
of Agriculture and the Ministry of Health, it 
must be remembered that the latter was the 
senior Department, and the whole of the Minis- 
try of Health would jump for joy when they 
saw that recommendation, and would at once 
formulate schemes for the subjugation of the 
veterinary profession under the Ministry of 
Health. The Ministry of Health would swallow 
up the Diseases of Animals Acts and Orders 
and the whole of the staff of the Ministry of 
Agriculture would be transferred en bloc to the 
Ministry of Health. 

Finally, he would ask, where would the provi- 
sion made under Clause B, for the incorporation 
of the private practitioner under the scheme, 
come in, after the proposed central Government 


Captain 


Department had taken control of all the activi- 


ties scheduled under Clause A? 

Professor J. B. Buxton asked if he might be 
permitted to seek a little information in regard 
to those recommendations. He had been amazed 
to hear the suggestion of that committee that 
the proposed central Government Department 
was, amongst other things, to have in its power 
the appointment of the staffs of veterinary 
research institutes. Veterinary research was 
included amongst the organisations which were 
te come under the control of that one central 
body. It seemed to him that the committee must 
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have been entirely ‘ignorant of the conditions 
under which veterinary research was carried 
out in this country. He would really like to 
know what exactly was meant, in the terms of 
that resolution, by the words “ veterinary 
research”; to what did the committee refer, 
and on what grounds did it venture to suggest 
that an alteration of that nature should be 
recommended to the responsible Government 
Department ? 

Lieut.-Colonel Dixon said that, in reply, first, 
to Mr. Bywater’s observations, he should like 
to explain that the Joint Committee that morn- 
ing did not lose sight of the prevailing attitude 
of local authorities to veterinary services. The 
Inatter was discussed fully, and the committee 
were unanimously of the opinion that the exist- 
ing state of affairs, of cutting up the small 
veterinary profession into various sections, was 
to be deplored, and that they could only progress 
as a profession if they were organised in one 
body. It was with that object—of organising 
themselves into one body, under satisfactory 
Government control—that that recommendation 
had been put forward. It was envisaged that 
if progress was to be made they would have to 
have an alteration right through the service— 
from Whitehall to the practitioner. 

The committee were well aware, proceeded 
Colonel Dixon, that any scheme of that sort 
would inevitably be faced with opposition from 
what might be regarded as vested interests. 
They knew that the officers of the Ministry of 
Health would do their best to retain and, if 
possible, increase their grip on veterinary work, 
and it was in the hope of removing that dis- 
ability, and of placing the Veterinary Service in 
more competent hands, that that recommenda- 
tion had been laid before the Council. 

For the research workers it was hoped that 
under that scheme research would be a most 
essential part of that Veterinary Service; for 
that purpose it would be necessary for research 
workers and institutes to form part of one grand 
national scheme, under which there would be 
planned and carried outeall the veterinary work 
that was so badly needed by the _ livestock 
industry and the community to-day. 

Professor S. H. GaAIcer observed that when 
he came into that room he had only just glanced 
at that report, and wondered what-it meant, but 
since hearing Colonel Dixon he realised that 
the committee were seeking Utopia. He was 
afraid that Utopia was not to be attained by 
quite such direct methods as that. He thought 
that was quite a Utopian scheme, without the 
slightest chance whatever of its being accepted, 
and he was confident that if the profession was 
going to get the reputation of putting that kind 
of nonsense into the form of recommendations 
to be laid before officialdom, officialdom would 
get more and more into the habit of putting 
such recommendations into the waste-paper 
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basket. However much one might sympathise 
with the idea lying behind that recommendation, 
he was afraid it was utterly impracticable. 

Captain J. R. Barker thought that the Joint 
Committee were to be commended on bringing 
that report forward. If anything more was 
wanted to supplement the action of committee- 
men, it was the formulation of a policy by the 
“ National”: certainly on another committee he 
had found great disability in not knowing of 
any N.V.M.A. policy that could be incorporated 
in that committee’s report. If they were to 
move forward, and the veterinary profession 
were to render service to the community, they 
must have some policy and must go forward to 
some Government Department: further than 
that, they must gain the sympathy of some 
influential statesman, to see that these things 
were put into force. 

The general practitioner at that moment was 
very dissatistied with his lot, and it seemed that 
other people were dissatisfied with theirs also; 
he thought, therefore, that the report should go 
forward to the responsible people. 

Major G. W. Dunkin said that he did hope 
that, for the sake of the very existence of the 
Council, that resolution would not be allowed to 
go forward. It would not be accepted because, 
with great respect, it had not yet been thought 
out. The Council had not yet been told if the 
gentlemen on the Joint Committee had any 
knowledge of the method of carrying on veter- 
inary research work in this country. 

He hoped the resolution would not be allowed 
to go forward because, as Professor Gaiger had 
said, the responsible authorities would get more 
and more into the habit of putting their resolu- 
tions into the waste-paper basket if they were 
not a little more careful what they sent forward. 

Mr. W. Tweep observed that he could have 
wished it possible for more members of Council 
to have been present at the meeting of the Joint 
Committee that morning, as there was then a 
great deal of discussion. He believed that, could 
the research workers who had spoken that 
afternoon have heard what was then said, they 
would have been prepared to make some sacri- 
fice. The whole-time veterinary officers, when 
they heard the opinions expressed by the prac- 
titioners and of the conditions under which they 
worked, were prepared to make at least as much 
sacrifice as the practitioners had been asked to 
make by the whole-time men taking part of the 
practitioners’ work at the present time. 

That resolution was a beginning and they, as 
a committee, were very pleased that they could 
reach unanimity on that difficult matter. 

Dr. W. BR. Woortprince said that, as the 
original mover of the motion which set up that 
committee, he should like to say that he was 
personally very pleased at the unanimity of 
their views. On the other hand, when he moved 


the motion he was not himself envisaging the 
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inclusion of veterinary research in the scheme; 
otherwise, he should have moved the inclusion 
on the committee of two veterinary research 
workers. 

He did not think the scheme would suffer if 
the term “ veterinary research” were excluded 
from paragraph (@), at least at that stage, 
The profession would make a great advance if 
they adopted the motion with the exception of 
the deletion he had suggested from paragraph 
(a) of the recommendation, and he should like 
to move that. 

Mr. J. CC. CoL_eMaAn observed that the com- 
inittee gave four hours’ deep consideration to 
that question that morning, and viewed it from 
every aspect they could. They were anxious to 
have the whole thing brought under one head, 
and not to have so many divisions in the profes- 
sion—whole-time men, part-time men, research 
workers, advisory officers, ete.—and that they 
should all come under one Government adminis- 
tration. A very important Government com- 
mittee were sitting at the present moment, with 
very similar ideas before them. 

The word “ research” was included to make 
the scheme as comprehensive as possible. They 
congratulated the research workers upon what 
they had done, but one research worker would 


tell them one thing, and another would tell 
them immediately something quite different, 


and he did not think progress was being made 
anything like as rapidly as it would be if veter- 
inary research were under one Government 
central controlling authority. 

It had all arisen out of the lethargy of the 
general practitioner: he had moved very late 
in this matter, and he did think that it was 
necessary to take some drastic measures. to 
bring all those things under one Government 
head. 

He sincerely hoped that the purport of that 
recommendation would be accepted. He had no 
doubt that the Chairman of the Joint Committee 
would accept minor amendments, but he did 
trust that, in principle, it would go forward. 

Mr. STEELE BopGER desired to emphasise the 
fact that really serious consideration had been 
given to that recommendation by the committee : 
one might be left with the impression, after 
hearing Mr. Bywater’s opening remarks, that 
they had spent their time in discussing dog 
racing, or something of that kind. There was 
no reason to anticipate that, if that veterinary 
scheme did bear fruit, the people who had 
perfectly secure jobs would necessarily lose 
them, if they were efficient. 

Mr. G. P. Mate (Chairman of the Joint Com- 
mittee) said he was sorry that many people who 
had spoken that afternoon were not present at 
the meeting of the committee, which was a very 
strong and representative one. After giving the 
matter very earnest consideration they had 
come to a unanimous decision, 
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The scheme might be Utopian, but he regretted 
that some of the speakers had not a little more 
yision. It was necessary to take a broad view 
und to consider the question in the interests of 
the profession as a whole, 

It would be impossible that afternoon to go 
into all the arguments that were brought for- 
ward to show that that scheme was necessary, 
but perhaps they would allow him a few minutes, 
because that was a far-reaching scheme and it 
did require consideration, 

They were asked in the resolution * to secure 
uniformity of action in regard to routine inspec- 


tion of dairy cattle and co-ordinating the 
veterinary control of animal disease.” They 
found that local authorities were making 
the appointments: our men were under the 
rule of the local authorities—the Agricul- 
tural Committees and the Public Health 
Committees. Some of them had a very thin 
time, and there was no knowing what the 


position of the part-time man wotld be in a few 
years’ time, The present trend of affairs, what- 
ever its merits or demerits, was definitely not a 
good thing for the practitioner, who was gradu- 
ally being ousted from the work which he had 
previously carried on. Whether that mattered 


to the State or not was perhaps a matter of 


opinion : personally, he thought that if the prac- 
titioner Was no longer able to live in the country 
districts it would be a very serious thing for 
agriculture. That would undoubtedly be the 
case unless something was done. 

The profession had no control over the 
appointment of veterinary surgeons to these 
offices, whole-time or .part-time, and the only 
means the committee found of ensuring that 
appointments were spread over whole-time and 
part-time veterinary surgeons was to have a 
State service controlled by their own members. 
Surely that was far better than their members 
being under the jurisdiction of any _ local 
authority officer—the Medical Officer of Health 
or the Chief Constable—each of whom inter- 
preted the Acts and Orders differently. 

With regard to research work, more and more 
use was being made of their research institutes, 
beyond pure research. There were many 
schemes on foot now, and he thought that they 


would be called upon to do various things which. 


the practitioner was now doing, in the way of 
advisory work, in many diseases, such as 
Inastitis, contagious abortion, tuberculosis, and 
so on, 

He was sure that the committee, if the re- 
search branch did not wish to be incorporated 
in that scheme, would agree to the words 


“ veterinary research” being left out, but per- 
sonally he thought it would be a great mistake 
on their part, because, looking into the future, 
their job was not exactly a sinecure: they had 
their difficulties, as surely they themselves would 
admit, and surely it would be better that they 
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should be under a Department under the pre- 
dominance of a veterinary surgeon who knew 
their difficulties and could sympathise with 
them, than that they should be under various 
Departments and getting their money from 
Various sources, as they were at the present 
lnoment. He thought that, if they considered 


the matter very carefully, they would be 
glad to participate and to become an 
important liaison between the Agricultural 


Research Council and that central Government 
Department. 

With regard to the advisory officers, the com- 
mnittee thought that they also should come into 
the scheme. It would solve a problem if the 
advisory officers were brought under the direct 
control of that Department, which would have 
wa veterinary surgeon as its chief officer. 

Something must be done for the general 
practitioner, concluded Mr. Male, and the only 
hope for the general practitioner was to have 
a State Department, and so protect his interests, 
That might be Utopian, but he saw no harm in 
its going forward: in fact, he thought the 
Keonomic Advisory Council would be discussing 
that very question and very possibly might 
submit a very similar scheme to what the com- 
miittee had done that day, and he did ask the 
Council to support that resolution. 

Professor S. H. Gaicer: “* Could one ask what 
is Meant by a State Veterinary Service under 
one central Government Department? ” 

Mr. MALE replied that the committee did not 
lay down whether the latter should be the 
Ministry of Agriculture, the Ministry of Health, 
or a separate body working in liaison between 
the two. Personally he thought it would be the 
better course to have their own State Service 
allied to the Ministry of Agriculture, but so 
long as veterinarians were working under the 
control of their own men, personally he did not 
think it mattered very much under” which 
Government Department they were, 

Professor GAIGER asked if the recommendation 
meant the establishment of a Department of 
Animal Health under veterinary control, or of a 
State Veterinary Service controlled by another 
Government Department. 

Mr. MALE replied that that was a Government 
question and would have to be decided by the 
Government, : 

Professor GAIGER submitted, with all due 
respect to the Chairman of the committee, that 
they ought to know what they wanted before 
they went to a Government Department: they 
night be jumping out of the frying pan into the 


fire. One would view that proposal in a 
different light if it were suggested that they 


were going to be under a Department of Animal 
Health run by a veterinary officer. 

Mr. MALE said that he was sure the committee 
would consider very favourably any suggestion 
in that regard that might be made: if they 
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could have a Department of Animal Health he 
was confident that they would all welcome it. 

Captain W. K. Townson observed that it 
appeared to him that it would be necessary to 
set up a new Government Department: probably 
a combination of the Ministry of Agriculture 
and the Ministry of Health, but what he felt 
that Professor Gaiger was asking was ‘ Why 
is it necessary to set up this central controlling 
authority?” He thought that the committee 
felt—and they had heard it from previous 
speakers—that the Orders in their entirety— 
whether under the Diseases of Animals Acts or 
the Milk and Dairies Act—were not being 
administered as they should be whilst under the 
control of the local authorities, and it was felt 
that these Acts and Orders should be taken out 
of the hands of the local authorities. They had, 
as they knew, veterinary officers controlled by 
the Medical Officer of Health, taking their in- 
structions from Chief Constables and the 
Diseases of Animals and Health Committees, 
and all with different ways of administering 
these Orders. 

He could see that, if they had one central 
controlling authority, they would be able to carry 
out their duties without fear or favour, and the 
veterinary officer would be able to carry out 
his duties much more efliciently. 

Professor Buxton enquired of Mr. Male what 
exactly was included.under the head “ veter- 
inary research,” because, as no doubt many of 
them were aware, veterinary research was 
carried out by a multiplicity of bodies in this 
country. 

Mr. Mace replied that the whole idea was 
that the veterinary surgeon should be working 
under a Veterinary Service and not under 
various bodies who possibly did not sympathise 
with or appreciate his work. The details 
could be worked out afterwards. If that work 
were under one central body there should be 
funds available for veterinary research, so that 
veterinary research workers would not have to 
go seeking for funds to some Department or 
other, every so often, and often getting turned 
down, 

Dr. W. R. WooLtpripGe moved that paragraph 
(a) of the recommendations in the committee's 
report be amended by the inclusion of the words 
“of Animal Health” after the words “ one 
central Government Department.” 

Professor JAS. MACQUEEN said that, before 
that was put to the meeting, he would like to 
ask two questions. The first was, would it not 
be to the advantage of all concerned if those 
reports were circulated before the meeting of 
Council ? 

The PRESIDENT: “ These decisions were only 
arrived at an hour before the Council meeting.” 

Professor MACQUEEN, continuing, said that 
his other question was in reference to para- 
graph (c). These recommendations, if passed, 
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were to go to three different bodies. Was that 
not a mistake in tactics? Why not select their 
body, if they hoped to do anything? It seemed 
to him to be an absurd thing to send recommen- 
dations of that kind to the Ministry of Agricul- 
ture, the Ministry of Health and the Economic 
Advisory Council. If they had a _ leaning 
towards the Ministry of Agriculture, then let 
them send the recommendations to that body 
and to that body only. His own opinion. was 
that they were not likely to be accepted; that 
should not interfere with the sending of them, 
but he suggested that the body to receive them 
should be selected that day. 

Saptain TTOWNSON expressed the view that the 
recommendations asked for nothing to which 
the veterinary profession were not entitled. 
Who, he asked, was better able to deal with the 
Diseases of Animals Acts, and the Milk and 
Dairies Act and Order than the veterinary sur- 
geon, or who was better able, by his training, 
to deal with meat inspection? 

Mr. MALe said that, with the consent 
of his committee, they could agree to Pro- 
fessor Gaiger’s suggestion (embodied in Dr. 
Wooldridge’s amendment) that there should be 
a Department of Animal Health. Other coun- 
tries had such a Department and there was no 
reason why there should not be such a Depart- 
ment in this country. They left the matter to 
the discretion of the Council. 

With regard to the question as to whom the 
recommendations should be sent, he thought the 
committee would be quite willing that the 
matter should be further considered, It was 
thought that they should be sent to the 
Economie Advisory Council, because that body 
Was now considering that very question, and 
it was felt that if it had the views of the 
Association it might strengthen its hands a 
great deal, for he was not sure that it was 
not feeling its way along the same lines as the 
committee were, 

The committee had considered the matter 
very, very carefully, and they believed that all 
right-thinking people who valued the livestock 
of this country would agree that some system 
of that sort would have to be inaugurated before 
long. 

Dr. WooLpRIDGE said that he would like to 
make one further suggestion, viz., that para- 
graph (c) be amended to read that copies of 
the recommendations be sent to the Privy 
Council and the Economie Advisory Committee. 

Major G. W. Dunkin said that he thought 
there was rather a large amount of misunder- 
standing that afternoon, and rather than that 
should go on he would move that the subject 
be referred back to the committee for further 
consideration. 

Dr. R. Lovett seconded. 

This amendment was put to the meeting and 
was lost. 

















at 
air 
eq 
n- 
1l- 
ic 
1g 


S| 


LS 


it 


iH 


|e 














January 27, 1934. 


Dr. WoOoLDRIDGE’sS motion was now read to 
the meeting, in the following amended form: 
“That in paragraph (a) the words “ of Animal 
Health” be inserted after the words “ one 
central Government Department,” and the words 
“ veterinary research” deleted from the para- 
graph; that in paragraph (c) the words 
“ Privy Council” be substituted for the words 
“Ministry of Agriculture, the Ministry of 
Health.” 

Mr. MALE said that, on behalf of the com- 
mittee, he would accept the first and third 
alterations, but he hoped that the words “ veter- 
inary research” would not be left out, in the 
interests of research itself. 

Mr. STEELE Bovcer”~ enquired if Dr. 
Wooldridge would divide the amendment: most 
members would agree to the first and third 
alterations. 

Dr. WOOLDRIDGE said that he would concur 
in the suggestion that the words “ veterinary 
research” be omitted. If it was afterwards 
thought to be necessary to include veterinary 
research, it could, at a later stage, go forward 
that research workers be included. 

The amendments were then put to the meeting 
and carried by a large majority and the report 
of the Joint Committee, as amended, was carried 
nem. con. 


Finance and General Purposes Committee. 


Lieut.-Colonel P. J. Simpson (Chairman) read 
and moved the reception of the following 
report :— 

There have been two meetings of the Finance 
and General Purposes Committee during the pasi 
quarter, and Lieut.-Colonel P. J. Simpson has 
been re-elected Chairman. 

A scheme of motor car insurance, submitted 
by Messrs. S. H. Cannon and Co., Ltd., Incor- 
porated Insurance Brokers, 3, Bucklersbury, 
London, E.C.4, to which reference was made in 
the committee’s last report, has been discussed 
with the managing director of the company. 

Briefly, the scheme, which is restricted to 
members of the N.V.M.A., offers all the benefiis 
of the ordinary comprehensive policy at pre- 
iniums averaging approximately 25 per cent. 
below those of tariff companies, and, in addition, 
certain further benefits and indemnities of par- 
ticular advantage to veterinary surgeons, which 
are given in the comparative statement before 
you. 
Further, the underwriters agree to pay 10 per 
cent. of all underwriting profit derived from the 
issue of these policies to the N.V.M.A., for alloca- 
tion to veterinary benevolent funds at the entire 
discretion of the Association. 

The draft prospectus and policy have been sub- 
mitted to the Association’s Solicitor and meet 
with his approval. 

In view of the number and importance of the 
superior benefits and privileges of the proposed 
policy, the committee strongly recommend the 
Council to adopt the scheme. 

Arising out of the decision of the Council at 
its last meeting authorising the British National 
Committee to open a fund for assisting Reporters 
and Delegates from Great Britain to attend the 
International Congress, 1934, the committee seek 
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confirmation by the Council of the following 
resolution:— ; c ; 
“That this committee is of opinion that 
a sum of not less than £1,000 is desirable for 
the partial payment of the travelling and 
other expenses of Delegates and Reporters 
and is prepared to make a preliminary grant 
of £250 in the hope that the remainder will 
be met by subscriptions or donations.” 

A sub-committee has been appointed to col- 
laborate with Sir Weldon Dalrymple-Champneys 
in deciding the form his prize should take and 
in formulating rules governing its award, and is 
in touch with Sir Weldon on the matter. 

A number of other matters remain under 
consideration. : 

The Hon. Treasurer will report separately on 
the financial statement circulated. 

Hon. Treasurer’s Report.—The Hon, TREASURER 
(Captain W. G. Wragg) presented his statement 
on the finances of the Association during the 
quarter, which (he stated) was satisfactory, 
while he added that the present indications were 
that the cash position on December 31st would 
be found to be little different from that of 1932. 

The motion was seconded by Mr. W. D. REEs. 

Mr. CoLeMAN, in reply to his enquiry, was 
informed by the PRESIDENT that all members of 
the Association would receive copies of the 
scheme of motor car insurance, if this recom- 
mendation of the committee were adopted. 

The committee’s report, and the Hon. 
Treasurer’s statement, were adopted, on the 
proposition of Mr. McInrosn, seconded by Mr. 
J. WILLETT. 


Editorial Committee, 


In the temporary absence of the Chairman of 
this committee (Sir John Moore), the following 
report was read by the Secretary :— 

At the first meeting of the committee for the 
vear 1933-34 Major-General Sir John Moore was 
unanimously re-elected to officiate as Chairman 
of the committee. 

At the same meeting a letter was read from 
Messrs. H. R. Grubb, Ltd., concerning the print- 
ing contract for The Velerinary Record as from 
January Ist, 1934, offering a reduction of 2) per 
cent. on the existing prices and suggesting that 
the contract should be for a period of three years, 
on the ground that*this would facilitate the 
purchase of paper, etc. 

The committee unanimously decided to accept 
this offer and accordingly a new contract has 
been prepared on these terms. This contract now 
awaits confirmation by the Council and the 
affixion of the Association’s Sead. 

For the greater part of the quarter the Associa- 
tion’s journal has been enlarged to enable the 
reproduction of the Congress papers and of 
reports of discussions thereupon. The Congress 
number itself was the subject of much favourable 
comment, 

It is gratifying to report the receipt of an in- 
creasing volume of material for the clinical 
section, but it is hoped that the efforts of Divi- 
sional Representatives in this respect will be more 
evenly represented. 

A feature during the quarter for which the 
committee are particularly indebted to Mr. Bevan 
has been the appearance in practically every issue 
of a review by him of a Colonial report. By 
this means and also by the provision by members 
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overseas of special articles the committee has 
been enabled to fulfil the intention expressed in 
its last report of devoting more space to Colonial 
veterinary affairs. 

Following upon the interest aroused in the 
matter of Veterinary Helminthology§ at the 
Association’s Congress, the committee was glad 
to accept an offer from Dr. R. T. Leiper, Director 
of the Imperial Bureau of Agricultural Parasit- 
ology, to furnish two helminthological abstracts 
of applied veterinary interest weekly. 

A request has been received from Dr. H. H. 
Curson, South African Veterinary Medical Asso- 
ciation, that he be supplied with the blocks used 
to illustrate his article on the * Volunteer Veter- 
inary Services of South Africa.” It was decided 
to refer this matter to the Council with a recom- 
mendation that Dr. Curson be allowed to have 
these blocks free of charge. 

At the meeting for the discussion of * Record 
Policy,” held towards the end of the quarter, it 
was resolved that advertisers be requested to 
supply copy for advertisements in time for sub- 
mission to the Editorial Committee, with a view 
to the maintenance of a satisfactory standard in 
regard both to their contents and the _ type 
employed. It was felt that judicious representa- 
tions in this matter, as required, might be produc- 
tive of good results without reduction of the 
advertisement revenue, which, from the number 
of renewals thus far received for 1934, appears 
likely to be maintained. 

A small sub-committee has been formed to 
consider in all its aspects the question of the 
provision of authors’ reprints. 

The report was adopted, without discussion, 
on the motion of Mr. McInrosu, seconded by 
Major A, SPREULL. 

Fixation of Seal.—On the motion of Lieut.- 
Colonel Simpson, seconded by Mr. J. WILLETT, 
authorisation was given to the fixation of the 
Association’s seal to the new Agreement with 
the printers of The Veterinary Record (Messrs. 
H. R. Grubb, Ltd.). 

Other Reports 
Report of British National Committee, 
International Veterinary Congress. 

The following report of this committee was 
ead by Professor Buxton (Chairman) :— 

A meeting of the British National Committee 
was held at 2, Verulam Buildings on Wednesday, 
November 15th, with Professor J. Basil Buxtpn 
in the chair. 

A letter was read from Dr. Eichhorn stating 
that the Organising Committee had chosen the 
following Reporters from Great Britain and that 
official notifications were being sent to the 
gentlemen named:— 

Professor J. B. Buxton (Tuberculosis). 

Dr. W. H. Andrews (Foot-and-Mouth Disease). 

Dr. F. C. Minett (Infectious Mastitis). 

Sir Frederick Hobday (Recent Progress in 
Veterinary Surgery). 

Captain T. M. Doyle (Fowl! Pox). 
Lieut.-Colonel T. D. Young (Unification of 
the Methods of Meat. Inspection). 
brofessor R. G. Linton (Scientific Principles 

of Feeding). 

In response to a request from Dr. Eichhorn, 
the committee has forwarded for the guidance of 
the Organising Committee, a list of the veterinary 
societies, research institutions, etc., in this country 
to which it is suggested official invitations to be 
represented at the Congress should be sent. 
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On the recommendation of the sub-committee 
appointed at the Llandudno meeting, it has been 
decided that the American Express Company, 
Inc., of 25, Haymarket, S.W.1, be appointed 
official Travel Agents on the condition that all 
passages should be booked with British Lines. 

A sub-committee has been appointed to draft 
and issue an appeal to Divisions of the N.V.M.A., 
and other bodies, and to individual members of 
the profession, for contributions to the fund 
which the committee is opening for the partial 
payment of the travelling expenses of British 
Reporters and Veterinary “Deleg sates to the Inter- 
national Congress. ; 

The same sub-committee has also been re- 
quested to draw up and _ issue letters to the 
N.V.M.A., the Secretaries of Divisions, N.V.M.A., 
students’ uniens of colleges, local authorities and 
agricultural institutions, appealing for members 
of the Congress; and, in addition, letters to the 
Uni versities recommended for official invitations, 
pointing out that their delegates would be eligible 
as ordinary members of the Congress. 

In moving the reception of the report, Vro- 
fessor Buxton stated, in reference to the last 
paragraph of the report, that the appeal had 
been prepared and would be issued in the course 
of a few days. 

Captain J. R. BARKER said that he would like 
to draw their attention to the omission of the 
British National Committee to choose any 
general practitioner as a Reporter to the Inter- 
national Veterinary Congress. He raised that 
protest at a meeting of the committee, but under- 
stood that he was too late; he desired, however, 
to voice it at that Council meeting. 

Professor Buxton replied that the British 
National Committee was called upon to put for- 
ward names of Reporters to contribute under 
headings submitted to them by the Organising 
Committee: they had no latitude whatever. The 
headings having been receiyed, their only 
endeavour was to try to find the most appro- 
priate people to contribute under those specified 
headings. 

The report was adopted. 

Special Committee con Veterinary Advisory 
Scheme. 

Captain J. R. Barker (Chairman) read the 
following report, and moved its reception :— 

In 1923 a scheme for attaching veterinary 

advisory officers to provincial centres was initi- 
ated. Now, ten years afterwards, this committee 
has been specially constituted to enquire into 
the workings of the scheme, and, after such 
enquiry, presents this report. 
_ (1) It would appear that the scheme owes its 
inception to the Development Commissioners who 
were charged with the application of funds to 
the amount of £1,000,000 originally derived from 
the taxpayers, to the promotion of agricultural 
science. Your committee has no doubt that the 
Commissioners were actuated by the best of 
motives in placing this advisory service at the 
disposal of the stock owners of this country; but 
whether in initiating, developing and enlarging 
the service the Commissioners have been mind- 
ful of the repercussions upon the veterinary 
surgeons in general practice, and the veterinary 
profession’s services to the agricultural com- 
munity, your committee has some doubt. 
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(2) It is considered by your committee, from 
the evidence before it, that the Veterinary 
Advisory Scheme is interfering in the good rela- 
tionship that has hitherto existed between client 
and general practitioner. The extension of the 
scheme cannot but be viewed with alarm as it is 
tending to create a bureaucratic service, which, 
under certain circumstances, is specially excluded 
from the professional etiquette enjoined upon the 
rest of the profession. The committee feels that 
it would be better to build up an efficient veter- 
inary service upon the existing private organisa- 
tion rather than to create a number of young, 
inexperienced veterinary advisers. Moreover, the 
committee is of opinion that the best interests 
of the stock owner and the country would be 
served by restoring the direct contact between 
the owner and his private veterinary adviser. 

(3) Consideration has been given to several 
individual complaints by general practitioners 
who have felt particularly aggrieved at the in- 
roads some veterinary advisory officers have 
made upon what is believed to be the private 
practitioner’s domain. The committee has also 
considered alleged breaches of professional 
etiquette, and certain activities of advisory 
officers which are thought to be outside the scope 
of the scheme. In general, the committee has 
found that the main complaint is against the 
scheme rather than the individual — officer. 
Accordingly, your committee has reviewed the 
instructions to veterinary advisory officers and 
desires to suggest the following alterations: 

Paragraph 2.—That the third sentence, 
beginning “In certain provinces ” 
be deleted. 

This paragraph would then read:— 

“A veterinary adviser should not treat 
individual cases of disease except where 
extreme urgency demands such action. In 
such a case first-aid treatment should be 
given and the owner should be advised to 
send for his veterinary practitioner.” 

(The deleted words are: “In certain pro- 
vinees it is not possible to apply this rule 
without exception to poultry diseases, but 
even so the adviser should not treat cases if 
a veterinary practitioner is normally 
cee or is likely to be called in.”’) 

aragraph 3.—That from the words “ bul 

where ” in the second line to the end 
of the paragraph be deieted. 


This paragraph would then read:— 

* Veterinary advisers should not engage in 
the preparation of biological products for 
sale.” 

(The deleted words are: “ but where there 
is a pressing demand for ‘remedial measures 
on a larger scale than could be dealt with 
by the local practitioner [e.g., the inocula- 
tion for braxy in certain areas} an adviser 
may assist owners in obtaining vaccines or 
other specifics and instruct farmers in 
methods of application should the ordinary 
methods of instruction not be available.’’) 
Paragraph 6.—That the words from “ On 

every occasion” to the end of the 
paragraph be deleted, and that the 
following be substituted therefor: 

“The services of the veterinary adviser 
should only be obtainable by the stock 
owner after a request for such services has 
been made through the veterinary practi- 
tioner. 

“On every occasion before investigating a 
case the velerinary adviser must inform 
and, if possible, obtain the collaboration of 
the veterinary practitioner.” 
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(The words deleted are: “On every occa- 
sion before investigating a case, the veter- 
inary adviser should inform, and, if possible, 
ohtela the collaboration of, any veterinary 
practitioner or practitioners who may be 
employed on the farm or farms concerned.”) 

rhe committee is of the opinion that the 
general practitioner should be the spear-head of 
any attack upon disease in the field and one at 
least should be present at all field investigations. 
rhe instructions, as amended, would achieve this 
and, in the committee’s view, would go a very 
long way towards removing any friction or 
grievance that is found to exist. 

(4) Accordingly, the committee asks for the 
support of the Council of the Association in a 
desire to open up negotiations with the Minister 
of Agriculture with a view to the acceptance of 
the amended instructions, and in doing so wishes 
to place before the Council the following :— 

It is thought that a sympathetic consideration 
of the position would be given by the Minister 
or one of his political Secretaries. The Minister 
ought to be made aware that taxpayers’ and rate- 
payers’ funds are being used to set up a_bureau- 
cratic service. This advisory service, taking each 
officer as incurring an expense of £1,000 per 
annum, is costing €14,000 per year. 

(5) The committee feels that the time is now 
opportune for the matter to be re-opened, and 
urges the Council to approach the Minister to 
receive a deputation to lay views before him. 

Whilst the committee is sanguine that some 
modifications on the lines suggested may meet 
with the approval of the Minister, the fact that 
no change might be effected cannot altogether 
be disregarded. 

The committee therefore thinks that some 
constructive proposals should be put before the 
Minister in the event of his being unable to agree 
to the issuing of fresh instructions in accordance 
with the Association’s recommendations. _ 

The committee has given, and will continue to 
give, serious consideration to this aspect. 

The veterinary services of the country seem to 
be in the process of remoulding and the aid of a 
statesman would appear necessary to see that 

‘ach branch of the service has its due. The com- 
mittee can imagine no one better able to render 
this aid_to the veterinary profession than the 
present Minister for Agriculture. 

Captain BarkKER added that he understood 
that the Minister, or his representative, on the 
last occasion assured the committee that if they 
found that the scheme was not working satis- 
factorily they would be heard : gain. The com- 
mittee were now desirous of approaching the 
Minister on those particular points. 

The motion was seconded by Mr. STEELE 
BopGER. ; 

The PRESIDENT observed that the Council 
would notice that that was a preliminary report 
merely; they were only asked to give approval 
that certain action be taken. 

Mr. E. P. Epwarps stated that, as a member 
of that committee, he should like to say that he 
thought it would be a mistake at the present 
juncture to apply to the Minister, but if the 
Council would approve of the principle, in order 
that when the matter was ready they might 
approach the Minister, he thought that would be 
a good thing. At present it would be very pre- 


mature to do so. 
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Mr. MALE suggested that the words “ and in 
consultation with him” should be added to the 
sentence in paragraph 6 of the amended instruc- 
tions: “The services of the _ veterinary 
adviser should only be obtainable by the stock- 
owner aftersa request for such services has been 
made througlithe veterinary practitioner.” He 
did not know ‘that, as it stood, that amended 
instruction went quite far enough to meet their 
objections, because the difficulty he had found 
was that the veterinary adviser went, but the 
veterinary surgeon was not asked to go, nor was 
he expected to go. This was a very anomalous 
position, and what actually happened in practice 
was that he said: * All right; you go and do it.” 
He thought the veterinary adviser should only 
go with the consent of the practitioner or accom- 
panied by him. That would safeguard the 
status of the practitioner. 

Mr. H. E. Bywater said that, as a matter of 
principle, he would like to support Mr. Edwards. 
The previous week the secretaries of the various 
Divisions of the N.V.M.A. had received a letter 
from the General Secretary asking for the views 
of the Divisions on the matter which had been 
the subject of that report. The Divisions had 
not had time to consider the letter, nor the 
opportunity of considering that report; there- 
fore, he thought the matter might be deferred 
until they had heard the views of the Divisions. 

Mr. Epwarps pointed out that the report was 
a preliminary one. The committee was engaged 
in investigating a good many complaints which 
had been laid before it. In his opinion, the case 
they had to present to the Minister was nothing 
like prepared. 

Captain BARKER stated that the comumnittee 
had no hesitation in accepting the amendment 
proposed by Mr. Male. In reply to Mr. 
Edwards, that report was presented solely for 
the information of the Council. The point he 
raised could be covered by saying that the com- 
mittee did not wish to lose any time, and wished 
the Council to accept the principle that, when 
they were ready with their case, the Minister 
of Agriculture should be approached, ' 

Mr. McIntosu pointed out that paragraph 5 of 
the report stated ‘‘ The Committee feels that the 
time is now opportune for the matter to be re- 
opened, and urges the Council to approach the 
Minister to receive a deputation’; so that, 
apparently, the committee did consider that the 
time was opportune, and he certainly agreed 
with that view. The sooner something was 
done the better, and if anything could be done 
it ought to be done now, 

As one of the deputation who waited on the 
Minister on a former occasion, he could say that 
it was definitely then stated by the officials they 
met that if the scheme was not found to be 
working satisfactorily the door was open to 
approach them again. 





Proceeding, Mr. McIntosh said that in para- 
graph 2 of the report the following passage 
occurred: “‘ The extension of the scheme cannot 
but be viewed with alarm as it is tending to 
create a bureaucratic service, which, under cer- 
tain circumstances, is specially excluded from the 
professional etiquette enjoined upon the rest of 
the profession.” That, said the speaker, was 
not the case. Every member of the profession 
was subject to the rules of conduct and etiquette 
which applied to the individual. No authority 
could over-ride the rules of etiquette, which 
would be enforced by the Royal College of 
Veterinary Surgeons. 

'Mr. MALE said that a letter was sent to 
veterinary advisory officers by the Ministry, in 
which it was pointed out that these officers must 
be subject to the etiquette of the veterinary pro- 
fession. 

If that report went forward to the Ministry 
it might be advisable, proceeded Mr. Male, to 
omit the clause relating to poultry diseases. 
When they met the Ministry they said that they 
did not consider that poultry diseases were often 
dealt with by veterinary practitioners, and that 
if the advisory officers’ duties were confined to 
poultry diseases they would not object. 

Captain BARKER said that the committee 
would accept the deletion suggested by Mr. 
McIntosh, but he was afraid the committee had 
taken into consideration the question of poultry 
diseases and that they meant what they said. 

The report was carried, 


Provisional Committee 


The following interim report of the Pro- 
visional Committee was read by the Secretary :— 
The Provisional Committee for the Edinburgh 
Congress submits the following interim report:— 
Three meetings of the Executive Committee 
have been held and good attendances recorded. 

Mr. Esmond Brown has been appointed Chair- 
man of the Executive Committee. 

It is suggested that the Congress be held from 
July 30th to August 3rd. 

Considerable progress has been made in draft- 
ing the Congress programme, but this is as yet 
too incomplete to permit of a detailed report 
being made. It may be said, however, that there 
is good reason to believe that Congress will be 
accorded a great welcome «i the city authori- 
ties. The committee are indebted to Dr. Bradley 
and the Governors of the “Dick” College for 
placing the College buildings at the disposal of 
the Association for purposes of Congress. 

Those who know Edinburgh will need no re- 
minder of the unexampled resources of the 
Scottish capital from the point of view of the 
visitor. 

With regard to the programme of papers, 
demonstrations, etc., a number of these have been 
provisionally scheduled and negotiations are pro- 
ceeding with several likely authors of repute in 
both veterinary medicine and surgery. In this 
connection, it may be mentioned that it is hoped 
to secure a paper on “ Sterility in Males” from 
Professor Lagerlof, of Stockholm, the payment 
of whose travelling expenses the committee ask 
the Council to authorise. 
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It is hoped that the Provisional Committee will 
be in a position to submit its completed pro- 
gramme to the April meeting of Council. 

The PRESIDENT observed that the committee 
wished the Council to authorise the payment of 
4 sum not exceeding £30 towards the travelling 
expenses of Professor Lagerlof. They spoke 
very highly of that gentleman as an authority 
on the subject of sterility in males, and it Was 
thought that it would add to the interest of 
the Congress if they could induce him to attend 
and read a paper. (Hear, hear.) The local 
committee would make themselves responsible 
for his expenses in Edinburgh. 

Captain BARKER proposed, Mr. STEELE BODGER 
seconded, and it was agreed, that the Associa- 
tion make itself responsible for the payment of 
i maximum sum of £30 towards the travelling 
expenses of Professor Lagerlof. 

The report of the committee was adopted, 

Motions 
(1) Motion by Dr. W. R. Wooldridge. 

Upon the resumption of open meeting, Dr. 
W. R. WooLpRIDGE moved :— 

“That the following resolutions be re- 
considered :— 

(i) From the Veterinary Medicine and 
Surgery Section of the Llandudno 
Congress :— 

‘That a committee of the National 
Veterinary Medical Association be formed 
at the earliest possible moment to foster a 
knowledge of parasitic diseases, and to act 
as an advisory committee to the N.V.M.A. 
on questions of policy.’ 

(ii) From the Veterinary Medicine and 
Surgery Section of the Llandudno 
Congress :— 

‘That a committee of the National 
Veterinary Medical Association be formed 
at the earliest possible moment to foster a 
knowledge of poultry diseases, and to act 
as an advisory committee to the N.V.M.A. 
on questions of policy.’ 

(iii) From the Experimental Pathology 
Section of the Llandudno Congress :- 

‘That the Council of the Association be 
requested to appoint a committee to investi- 
gate the question of the diagnosis of swine 
fever,’ ” ; 

In moving, Dr. Wooldridge said that he 
wished to pass at once to his main point, vfz., 
that he did not think the Council gave these 
resolutions sufficient consideration when they 
previously turned them down. 

On that occasion they were dealt with and 
summarily rejected late in the day, and he 
hoped, at the present meeting, the same factor 
would not operate with the same result. 

Secondly, he was very strongly of opinion that 
the Council should never” reject, without 
adequate consideration, resolutions forwarded 
by the Annual General Meeting. 
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His third point was that he personally was 
in substantial agreement with at least two of 
those resolutions. Indeed, in his view they were 
matters of some urgency, and that the Council 
should have committees of experts so that these 
could, from time to time, advise that Council 
and also supply material to The Veterinary 
Record, with a view to increasing the interest 
of the practitioner in those subjects. 

It was for those reasons that he moved the 
reconsideration of those resolutions. 

Mr. W. TWweep seconded, 

The Secretary read the following communi- 
cations, in this connection :— 


(1) From the Hon. Secretary (who had had to 
leave the meeting):— 

“1 support the motion for reconsideration. 

_ “The principle underlying these resolutions 
involves a question of policy which conceivably 
may have far-reaching effects on the future in- 
fluence of the ‘National’ as representing the 
profession in the councils of the nation, 

“It.is the wish of this Council to establish the 
Association in a position to lead in all matters 
connected with the health of animals. I would 
suggest, therefore, that the principle contained 
in the resolutions be accepted, and that they be 
remitted to a committee to work out the best 
methods of developing the policy contained in 
them. 

“TI suggest that this is a matter of organisation 
which could well be considered by the Organis- 
ing Committee.” 

(2) From Major T. Dalling (Beckenham) :— 

“It may interest the meeting to know some- 
thing of the origin of the resolution put forward 
at Llandudno in connection with poultry diseases. 
There are some of us in the veterinary profession 
whose work embraces a research into and control 
of poultry disease and we have become rather 
alarmed within recent times of the part played 
in the control of diseases by men and women 
other than members of the veterinary profession. 
At the Harper Adams Annual Conierace in 
August of last year, some seven or eight of us 
met together for an hour and discussed freely 
the position the veterinary profession is playing 
to-day in the control of poultry disease and in 
poultry work generally. We were each able to 
relate experiences in which rather calamitous 
errors had been made by those attempting to 
control disease. We felt at that time that we 
should like to report our feeling on the matter 
to some official body of the veterinary profession, 
and it was mooted then that the N.V.M.A. was 
the body to which we should report. As time 
did not permit a further discussion at that Con- 
ference, we decided to adjourn our meeting and 
resume our discussions at Llandudno. One of 
the many objects of my visiting Llandudno was 
to participate in the discussion of poultry 
diseases at our small meeting which was held 
on the afternoon of September 21st. At that 
meeting we had present several who were not 
at the Harper Adams meeting and we found that 
these newcomers shared the views we had ex- 
pressed at Harper Adams, viz., that the veter- 
inary profession was not dealing with the control 
of poultry disease in the country to the extent 
we would like and that others, who, from their 
lack of knowledge, could not be expected to 
control disease, were largely employed in disease 
work. 

“T feel that IT was in some ways instrumental 
in actually drawing up the resolution as it stands 
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now. I grant that the form in which the resolu- 
tion is presented may not be all that could be 
desired, but what we really had in mind was 
that the N.V.M.A. should set up a small committee 
composed of members who are in a position to 
relate their experiences in connection with the 
control of poultry diseases, to present to the 
N.V.M.A. an account of what is going on in the 
country to-day and to ask the N.V.M.A. to con- 
sider any lines on which the control of poultry 
disease can be improved by bringing in members 
of the veterinary profession.” 

“T also undertook at Llandudno that, if I was 
appointed to that committee, I should be willing 
to serve. If the meeting to-day decide to appoint 
such a small committee I suggest that the names 
of Mr. Downham (of Harper “Adams College) and 
Dr. G. Brook (of Derby) be considered as suit- 
able men to serve on the committee. As I have 
said above, if my services are required on such 
a committee, I also, will be willing to serve.” 


Mr. W. Tweep said that he agreed with the 
mover of the resolution (that the Congress reso- 
lutions be reconsidered), that at the last Council 
meeting they were turned down rather too 
promptly and were not given due consideration. 
Those resolutions were not passed in haste at 
Congress: they were formulated and passed by 
men who felt the need for the proposed advisory 
committees. 

The motion was then put to the meeting and 
carried unanimously. 

The Presipent said that they could now 
decide what they wished to do with the resolu- 
tions in question. 

A MEMBER proposed that the Council shouid 
adopt the suggestion contained in the Hon. 
Secretary’s communication, viz., that the resolu- 
tions be sent to the Organising Committee, to 
consider as to ways and means and advise the 
Council accordingly. 

The Secretary reminded the Council of the 
letters which had been received (and read) from 
the Secretary of the Reorganisation Commission 
for Eggs and Poultry concerning the provision 
of evidence by the Association, and said that 
they would be expecting a reply at an early 
date. 

Dr. WooLpRIDGE proposed the appointment of 
advisory committees asked for in the resolufions 
from Congress. He had made a_ provisional 
selection of names of those who might be asked 
to serve: it seemed to him that these should 
be experts in the respective subjects. The main 
objects of the advisory committees would be to 
correlate the knowledge of those subjects and 
to make it available for the profession. 

His lists of members of the advisory com- 
mittees were as follows :— 

Parasitology Advisory Committee, — Yr. 
W. T. M. Cameron, Major G. W. Dunkin, Cap- 
tain A. W. Noel Pillers, Mr. FE. L. Taylor and 
Colonel W. A. Wood. 

Poultry Advisory Committee——Dr. G. B. 
Brook, Major T. Dalling, Mr. N. Dobson, Mr. 
K. D. Downham and Lieut.-Colonel T. Dunlop 
Young. 
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Swine Fever Advisory Commiltee.—Dr. W. H. 
Andrews, Captain T. M. Doyle, Mr. R. E. Glover, 
Dr. R. Lovell, Captain A. W. Noel Pillers and 
Mr. J. O. Powley. 

Dr. Wooldridge’s proposal was seconded by) 
Lieut.-Colonel P. J. Simpson, 

Captain W. K. Townson, while expressing 
entire agreement with the proposal to appoint 
advisory committees in connection with parasit 
ology and poultry diseases, thought it was a 
waste of time for any advisory committee to go 
into swine fever. Swine fever was a scheduled 
disease and was entirely in the hands of the 
Ministry of Agriculture. Their research facili- 
ties were second to none, and he felt that the 
matter was quite safe in their hands. 

Of late years the incidence of swine fever had 
been considerably reduced-——owing, no doubt, to 
the close inspection of markets—and he thought 
that there were far more important diseases 
that might be considered by that Council. 

He proposed, as an amendment, therefore, 
that the question of the diagnosis of swine fever 
be left to the Ministry of Agriculture. 

Mr. R, A. WILLErr seconded the amendment. 

Dr, WOOLDRIDGE observed that there was just 
the point that much of the kicking against the 
Ministry of Agriculture on that question might 
quite readily be removed by the appointment of 
such a committee as that. The committee could 
explain to the practitioner some of the courses 
of action taken by the Ministry’s inspectors 
which perhaps the practitioner thought were 
rather peculiar, 

The amendment was lost, and the motior 
(seconded by Mr. McIntosh) carried, the respec- 
tive advisory committees being given power to 
act in consultation with the President and Hon. 
Secretary. The letters from the Reorganisation 
Commission on Eggs and Poultry were remitted 
to the Poultry Advisory Committee. 

(2) Motion by Captain J. C. Coleman. 
Captain J, C, COLEMAN moved :— 

“That all members journeying a distance of 
over 100 miles shall receive their return fare 
when attending meetings of the N.V.M.A.” 

In doing so, Captain CoLeEMAN said that the 
motion standing in his name had been prompted 
by the fact that he found that many meetings 
had been very sparsely attended. When com- 
mittee and council meetings had been held out 
of London, in many instances they were attended 
by searcely anyone other than the President. 
Moreover, the agendas of these meetings. 
although they stated the work that had to come 
before them, did not indicate the interest of the 
items; consequently, members had thought that 
attendance was not worth while, 

Under these circumstances, he thought it best 
that the meetings should be held in London, and 
that members coming from the provinces should 
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be paid. For the purpose of discussion, there- 
fore, he begged to move the motion standing in 
his name, 

Mr. McIntrosu enquired if the word “ all” 
in the motion referred to all members of the 
‘ National,” or to all members of the Council 
of the “ National.” 

Captain CoLeMAN: “ All 
Council of the ‘ National.’ ” 

Captain TowNson supported the proposition 
“ provided Captain Coleman makes the mileage 
75 instead of 100. (Laughter.) 

Lieut.-Colonel P. J. Stmpson said that he was 
afraid that, as Chairman of the Finance Com- 
inittee, he was opposed to the resolution, because 
he thought it was certainly much too vague. 
Already Mr. McIntosh had questioned the mover 
on the unqualified use of the word “ all,” as that 
would embrace all members attending Congress ; 
secondly, he (the speaker) wanted to know what 
happened to the man who lived 98 miles away? 
( Laughter.) 

He thought that, as a matter of fact, Captain 
Coleman had not given the motion quite the 
amount of consideration that he usually devoted 
to many subjects, and if he could see his way to 
frame it in somewhat more explicit terms, then 
the Council might give it more consideration, 
though he did not say that they would support 
it. 

Captain CoLeMAN, in reply, said that he had 
specified a minimum of 100 miles because, firstly, 
at that radius the proposal could not be held 
to apply to his own case, and, secondly, the pro- 
posal was put forward for the benefit of those 
who came the longest distance. As a matter 
of fact, too, the motion was worded in such a 
way primarily for the purpose of promoting dis- 
cussion on the matter, and was not intended to 
be restricted to any distance. 

Mr. Mate: “ Would it be competent for this 
Association to pay?” 

The Soriciror: “ Yes.” 

Mr. McInrosu said that he thought they 
must all sympathise with the views put forward 
by Captain Coleman in regard to that matter, 
for it was undoubtedly a heavy drain upon 
members to come a long distance. He would 
ask them, however, just to reckon what it would 
cost the “ National ” in a particular year. At 
four meetings a year it would cost somewhere 
in the neighbourhood of £1,000, and he, for one, 
said that the Association could not afford it. The 
N.V.M.A. had not yet attained to that position 
of financial stability when they would be justi- 
fied in incurring an expense that might easily 
run to four figures. 

Dr. W. R. WooLpRIDGE proposed, as an amend- 
ment, that the matter be referred to the Finance 
and General Purposes Committee. If, after due 


members of the 


consideration, that committee came to the con- 
clusion that the Association could not pay any- 
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thing, they might ascertain if the Divisions 
would be prepared to do something. 

The amendment was seconded by Mr. STEELE 
Bopcer, and after some further discussion, 
carried, the Finance and General Purposes 
Committee to go into the whole question and 
to report back to Council. 


Resolutions from Divisions 
(1) From the Derbyshire Division:.- 

“That the Council of the N.V.M.A. be 
requested to take the following actions :— 

1. To ask each Division to submit the 
names of delegates nominated to attend the 
Congress of the Royal Sanitary Institute, 
and to send the complete list of names so 
received to the Recording Secretary of the 
Congress, 

2. To ask the Recording Secretary to 
select from the list any who may be 
specially qualified to speak on some par- 
ticular subject from a particular point of 
view, and to communicate with those so 
selected requesting them to speak in that 
manner,” 

The Secretary said that, in forwarding that 
resolution, Captain W. J. Ironside, the Hon. 
Secretary of the Derbyshire Division, also sent 
a communication embodying observations made 
by Captain H. L. Torrance in his capacity as 
the delegate of the Division to the Royal 
Sanitary Institute Congress at Blackpool, in 
support of the resolution. 

The Secretary added that, before Colonel 
Dixon left the meeting he had authorised him 
to say that the procedure advocated in that 
resolution had, in fact, been carried out for 
several years past. 

Captain O. V. GuNninG stated that it was 
entirely due to what Captain Torrance had said 
at the meeting of the Derbyshire Division to 
which he presented his report as delegate to 
the Royal Sanitary Institute Congress that that 
resolution was passed. From what Captain 
Torrance then said, it did not appear that veter- 
inary delegates took, the active part in that 
Congress that they should do, and the members 
of the Division thought that if the process of 
sending delegates from the profession were 
better organised more effectives presentation 
would be made of the views of the profession 
on the matters affecting their interests discussed 
at these Congresses. 

Mr. W. Tweep, speaking in support of the 
resolution, said that he happened to be giving 
a paper at the Blackpool Congress of the Royal 
Sanitary Institute. There were eleven speakers, 
and no veterinary surgeon could get an oppor- 
tunity of speaking except Captain Townson, and 
he had only just got started when he was pulled 
up for want of time. 

He thought the profession should support that 
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Congress in the matter of attendance, for there 
they certainly did get the ear of local authori- 
ties, which was a very important matter for 
the profession. 

The resolution was also supported by Mr. 
STEELE BoDGER, who expressed the opinion that 
the profession, through its Divisions, did not 
choose its delegates sufficiently wisely or care- 
fully. He thought that the Congress, so far as 
Was possible, should be packed by those veter- 
inary men who knew most about the particular 
subject under discussion. 

Mr. Tweepd commented that the Divisions 
must select the right men and send in their 
names to Colonel Dixon, who was the Recording 
Secretary of the Veterinary Iivgiene Section of 
the Royal Sanitary Institute Congress, 

Mr. BywaTER, Ww rho also supported, said that 
he had attended a few of those Congresses, and 
undoubtedly they, as a profession, were suffer- 
ing from the apathetic attitude which they had 
adopted towards the Royal Sanitary Institute 
Congress and towards public health matters 
generally. He did think that if the members 
of the profession were asked to take part in 
their discussions the whole profession would 
benefit. 

The resolution was now put to the meeting and 
carried unanimously. 


(2) From the Mid-West and South Wales 
Division: —- 

“That the Council of this Division whole- 
heartedly support the Council of the * National’ 
in any effort it may make to secure the better 
recognition of the services of the general prac- 
titioner, especially in the elimination of tuber- 
culosis of bovines and tuberculosis of bovine 
origin in mankind.” 

The PRESIDENT said that he did not think that 
that resolution called for any action. 

Mr. Tweep informed the Council that Colonel 
Dixon had asked him to place before the meet- 
ing a motion that in future the resolution of 
the Council relative to the attendance at Con- 
gress, N.V.M.A., of delegates of local authorities 
be strictly adhered to—viz., that such delegates 
be restricted to the Veterinary Officer, the 
Medical Officer of Health and a member of the 
(local authority) Council. 

The Council concurred, 

PLACE Or Next Meetinc.—It was agreed that 
the next meeting of the Council be held in 
London. 

ANY OTHER BUSINESS 

Dr. W. R. Woo.tpripdGe said that he desired 
to move: “ That the Divisions of the N.V.M.A. 
be requested to furnish the ‘ National’ with the 
names of their members, so that the whole ques- 
tion of independent membership of the parent 
body and its Divisions can be considered by the 
Council.” 








January 27, 1934. 

In doing so, Dr. Wooldridge observed that he 
thought that the need for that resolution was 
obvious and that there was no necessity to dis- 
cuss the matter at that stage. It would come 
up for discussion when it had been ascertained 
What proportion of members of Divisions were 
not members of the N.V.M.A. 

The motion was accepted without discussion. 

Lieut.-Colonel T. DUNLOP YOUNG drew atten- 
tion to the fact that the Minister of Agriculture 
had appointed a committee to consider and 
report on the technical requirements as regards 
output, structure, lay-out and equipment of 
factory abattoirs, in the light of modern prac- 
tice at home and abroad, in the processing and 
handling of meat, offals and by-products. It 
might be advisable, said Colonel Young, for the 
profession to offer some advice to that com- 
mittee. 

On the proposition of Dr. WooLprRIpGe, 
seconded by Captain GUNNING, it was agreed to 
appoint a sub-committee to consider this matter, 
and with power to act, the sub-committee to 
consist of Lieut.-Colonel Dixon, Mr. Tweed and 
Lieut.-Colonel T. Dunlop Young. 

Before the meeting terminated with a vote of 
thanks to the President for his conduct in the 
chair, the Council, on the call of Mr. McInrosn, 
warmly congratulated him on the honour 
recently conferred upon him by the farmers of 
Perthshire who, as recorded in the issue of this 
journal of December 23rd, at a complimentary 
dinner held at Blairgowrie, made Mr. Nairn 
presentations in recognition of his services to 
them over a period of 30 years, and to mark his 
Presidency of the National Veterinary Medical 
Assoc iation. 

The PRESIDENT 
terms. 


returned thanks in suitable 





THE CATTLE (IMPORT REGULATION) 
ORDER, 1933 


The Order regulating the importation of certain 
classes of cattle and prohibiting the importation 
of beef, veal, and beef and veal offals from the 
Irish Free State has now been made by the Board 
of Trade under Section 1 of the Agricultural 
Marketing Act, 1933. The Order came into effect 
on January ist. 

The object of the Order is to effect a consider- 
able reduction in imports of fat cattle from the 
Irish Free State. Imports from that source, how- 
ever, comprise not only fat cattle, including dry 
cows and bulls for slaughter, but also store cattle 
and dairy cattle. 

The administration of the Order will secure :— 

(i) That there shall be a reduction of 50 per 
cent. in the imports of fat cattle other than 
dry cows and bulls for slaughter; 

(ii) that there shall be no increase in the 
importation of dry cows and bulls for 
slaughter: and 

(iii) that there shall be no increase in the 
importation of store cattle. 
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N.V.M.A. Divisional Report 


WESTERN COUNTIES V.M.A.* 
ANNUAL MEETING AT TAUNTON 


The Autumn Meeting of the Western Counties 
Division was held at the Great Western Hotel, 
Taunton, on Thursday, October 19th, 1933. The 
President (R. Barons Nelder, Esq.) occupied the 
chair, and there were also present the following 
members : Messrs. W. B. Nelder, A. G. Saunders, 
hi. R. Edwards, H. Macdonald, J. H. Patterson, 
R. kK. L. Penhale, W. Roach, C. Masson, J. Kx. 
Irvine, P. Baird, L. W. Bovett, L. Norman, W. 
Blackwell, G. DD. Lansley, J. M. Penhale, C. VY. 
Watkins, H. K. Roberts, C. Smith, S. J. Motton 
and Majors Rankin and Fyrth, Major Brennan 
DeVine and Mr. Menzies were present as 
visitors. 

Apologies for absence were received from Sir 
I. Hobday, Major Dunkin, Major Ascott and 
Messrs. Venhale (Holsworthy), Crowhurst, 
senr., Crowhurst. junr., Smythe (Camborne), 
Smythe (Falmouth), Harvey, senr., Harvey, 
junr., Forbes, Fisher, Kauntze, Townson, EK. C. 
Bovett, (. Stephens, Bloye and Colonel Head. 

Obituary.——Before proceeding with the general 
business of the meeting, the PRESIDENT referred 
to the loss sustained by the Division through the 
death of Major Wright who, he said, had 
endeared himself to everyone. He was Presi- 
dent of the Division during the years 1930-31 
and was always willing to do all he could for 
the benefit of the Division and his fellow prac- 
titioners. He was a very regular attendant at 
the meetings until his health gave way. 

A yote of condolence was passed and to mark 
their respect the members stood for a minute 
in silence. 

The minutes of the previous meeting, having 
been published in The Veterinary. Record, were 
taken as read. 

Correspondence.—Two letters dated July 6th, 
and one dated July 19th, from the N.V.MLA., 
were read and their contents discussed. 

Paper.—Major BRENNAN DEVINE, Chief Veter- 
inary Officer, Birmingham, addressed the meet- 
ing on “ Present-day Legislation Affecting the 
Production of Milk at the Farm.” [Major 
DeVine’s address is reproduced, together with a 
report of the discussion and of the reply, at the 
commencement of this issue.—Ebp., V.R.] 

Voles of Thanks,—At the conclusion of the 
meeting a very hearty vote of thanks was 
accorded to Major DeVine for his address and 
to the President for conducting the meeting. 

S. J. Morron, Hon. Secretary. 





* Received for publication December 29th, 1933. 
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Notes and News 


The Editor will be glad to receive items of professional interest fot 


inclusion in’ these columns. 


DIARY OF EVENTS 
Jan. 29th.—Meeting of the Editorial Com- 
mittee, N.V.MLA., at 2, Verulam 
Buildings, Gray’s Inn, W.C.1, at 
4.30) p.m. 
Keb. Ist.—Meeting of the Central Division, 
N.VLM.LA.. at The Conway Hall, 
Red Lion Square, W.C.1. 


Keb.  2nd.-—Annual Meeting of the Royal 
Counties Division, N.V.M.A., at 
Reading. 

Feb. 9th.—North Midland Division, N.V.MAJOA.. 
Annual Dinner - Dance, Grand 
Hotel, Sheffield. 


Keb. 16th.—Annual Dance of the Royal Veter- 
inary College Students’ Union 
Society. Chiltern Hall, Baker 
Street, N.W. 

July 30th-Aug. 3rd, 1934.—National Veterinary 
Medical Association Congress, 
Edinburgh. 


Aug. 13th-18th, 1934.—Twelfth Internationa] 
Veterinary Congress, New York. 


R.UVLS. COUNCIL ELECTION, JUNE, 1954 

The voting papers for the forthcoming Council 
election will be issued to overseas members at 
the end of this month. The following members 
have been nominated for re-election up to date: 
Colonel Brittlebank, Captain Coleman, Mr. 
Livesey, Major Spreull, Colonel Walker. We 
understand that Mr. R. Hughes is not seeking 
re-election. The name of Mr. TH. W. Dawes, of 
West Bromwich, is the only new nomination 
received to date. 

* * * 
PERSONAL 

Mr. E. F. Beckell’s Fellowship.—We are glad to 
note, from the report of the January meeting of 
Council, R.C.V.S., just to hand, and which will 
be published in our next issue, that the Fellow- 
ship Diploma of the Royal College has been con- 
ferred upon Mr. E. F. Beckett, of Blandford, 
Dorset, for his thesis “ Necrotic Enteritis and its 
Differential Diagnosis.” 


Miss M. Oyler’s “ Triple Crown.’ ~The above- 
mentioned report also makes the interesting 
announcement that the Examination Committee, 
R.C.V.S., have awarded the Williams Memorial 
Prize to Miss M. Oyler, m.n.c.v.s., late of the 
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Royal Veterinary College, London. It is indeed a 
memorable and _ significant event for a lady 
student to carry off the prize awarded to the 
“student from any veterinary college in the 
United Kingdom who passes the best final ex- 
amination in each year in the subjects of 
Veterinary Medicine and Surgery ’—a feat indi- 
cative of the supremely successful feminine 
invasion of the one field—-that of surgery—in 
which the dominance of the male has been held 
hitherto to be unassailable. This award, it will 
be remembered, follows upon that of the First 
FitzWygram Prize, which was secured by Miss 
Oyler in November, 1933, for her success in 
obtaining the highest aggregate of marks in all the 
professional examinations for the Membership 
Diploma. In addition to carrying off that “ blue 
riband of the profession,” Miss Oyler, earlier in 
the year, secured the Walley Memorial Prize, 
having attained the highest number of marks, of 
any student in the United Kingdom, on_ the 
written questions in the subjects of Pathology, 
Materia Medica and Hygiene. Truly a wonderful 
“triple crown,” and one creating a record of which 
not only Miss Oyler, but all lady veterinary 
students, whom, while numbered amongst them, 
she represented in so outstandingly distinguished 
a fashion, may pardonably be truly proud, and 
upon which the whole profession, now adorned 
by Miss Oyler’s membership, will be united in 
congratulation. 


N.V.M.A. Clinical Prize Scheme for Students. 
We have also to extend our congratulations to 
Messrs. N. J. Scorgie, J. W. Macaulay and P. M. 
Sutton, who, as will be seen from the report of 
the January meeting of Council, N.V.M.A., pub- 
lished in this issue, secured the awards made, 
for 1933, under the Clinical Prize Scheme for 
Students. Having always believed wholeheartedly 
in the value of the scheme in training students 
in the art of clinical observation and note-taking, 
we are glad to observe that the Council endorsed 
the Organising Committee’s view that the com- 
petition should be continued, and we hope that 
our senior students will see to it, by their 
enthusiastic participation in large numbers in 
this and in future years, that the question of 
the advisability of continuing the scheme never 
again arises. 

Appointment.—Mr. J. Ritchie, M.R.c.v.s., of 
Keswick, has been appointed Assistant Veterinary 
Officer of the County Council of the West Riding 
of Yorkshire. This additional appointment to 
the veterinary staff of the West Riding has been 
made necessary owing to the present serious 
outbreak of sheep scab in the district. 


Retirement.—“ A great number of farmers in 
the Boston district will miss the services of one 
of the best-known of Lincolnshire’s veterinary 
surgeons, Mr. Lionel Llewellyn Leach, M.R.C.Vv.S., 
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of ‘Glenthorn,’ Tawney Street, Boston, who re- 
tired from practice recently at the age of 76, 
after 53 years as a veterinary surgeon,” says the 
Lincolnshire Standard. ; 

“His father, Mr. Richard Leach, had been in 
practice in Boston for many years before him. 
Mr. Lionel Leach, who was born in the town, 
qualified as a veterinary surgeon at Edinburgh 
in April, 1881, and on his father’s retirement, 
took over the practice. His son, Mr. Lionel Harry 
Leach, qualified in 1910, and was in partnership 
with Mr. Leach until his death in 1931. 

“ Until quite recently, Mr. Leach had resided 
at the surgery, 6, Pen Street, for over 40 years. 
He likes to recall the times when, before the days 
of motor cars, he used to run a gig and have a 
stable of five or six horses. The practice has 
been taken over by Mr. R. D. Callaghan, m.r.c.v.s , 
who in January, 1932, became Mr. Leach’s 
partner.” 


te 
a 


R.C.V.S. OBITUARY 


GARSIDE, William Frederick, Captain, late 
R.A.V.C. (T.F., “ Balrocrea,”’ Warwick Road, 
Bexhill-on-Sea. Graduated London, April Ist, 
1880; died January 12th, 1934, aged 77 years. 

Somers, Frank William, Captain, late R.A.V.C. 
(T.F.), Repton Lodge, Otley Road, Bramhope, 
Leeds. Graduated New Edinburgh, April 27th, 
1886; died January 17th, 1934, aged 69 years. 

Stipston, Thomas Henry, 63, Harbut Road, 
Clapham Junction, London, S.W.11. Graduated 
London, March 22nd, 1887; died January 17th, 
1934, aged 67 years. 


Tue LAteE Mr. F. W. Somers 


Mr. Francis William (Frank) Somers, who 
passed away on Wednesday of last week after 
an illness extending over several months, was 
one of the oldest practitioners in Leeds. For 
32 years Mr. Somers had his surgery in Wood- 
house Lane, and later he carried on practice in 
Francis Street. A few months ago he went to 
live at Repton Lodge, Otley Road, where he died. 

He leaves a widow and two married daughters, 
Mrs. Sidney Roney and Mrs. Frank Thompson, of 
Bramhope. 

Though he practised in Leeds, Mr. Somers’ 
duties took him to various parts of the country. 
One of his most interesting professional appoint- 
ments (says The Yorkshire Evening Post) was 
that of veterinary surgeon for more than 30 years 
to Bostock and Wombwell’s menagerie.  Fre- 
quently when the menagerie was in some distant 
part of the country Mr. Somers would be called 
upon to make a long journey to attend to some 
sick or ailing animal, 

Though well over military age when the war 
broke out, he volunteered in 1915 and served as 
a veterinary officer throughout the war. He was 
first attached to the 62nd Division at Doncaster, 
and later was at Newcastle and Morpeth with 
the Cheshire and Shropshire Yeomanry, and at 
Darlington with the Border Regiment. He then 
went to Welbeck Camp, and from there was 
transferred as brigade veterinary officer on the 
Lincolnshire coast defences, with the rank of 
captain. Here, with headquarters at Mablethorpe, 
he had charge of the army horses over a 30-mile 
stretch of coast. 

He then became veterinary officer to the H.A.C. 
at Chapeltown Barracks, Leeds, and afterwards 
went to Fulford Barracks, York, where he was 

. . *s* ; . 
stationed until demobilisation in 1919. 
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A great art connoisseur, he was for many years 
a co-opted member of the Leeds Art Gallery 
Committee. 


HEREFORDSHIRE SALARY QUESTION 
** DICTATION ” BOGY OBSCURES THE ISSUE 


Apparently oblivious of the fact that the best 
interests of the agricultural county of Hereford- 
shire demand the services of the best veterinarian 
in preference to the cheapest, the Chairman of 
the County Council, at a meeting of the Agricul- 
tural Committee on January 17th, succeeded in 
securing defeat for a recommendation of the 
Diseases of Animals Committee that the County 
Council be asked to increase the salary offered 
for the post of Veterinary Officer for the city 
and county from £500 to £600. 

The recommendation was prompted by the 
position which had arisen in consequence of the 
failure to secure any suitable applicants (for the 
post previously held by Mr. RK. Wooff) at the lower 
salary originally offered, and for which the 
refusal of the veterinary journals to insert an 
advertisement offering that rate of remuneration, 
when, according to the N.V.M.A. scale, the mini- 
mum salary for such an appointment was £600, 
was responsible. 

The Chairman of the County Council, after 
observing that “it was about time the County 
Council ‘decided whether it or the Veterinary 
Associalion were going to be masters of the 
county’s affairs,” proceeded to dilate at length, 
but in no wise to the point of the control of 
animal disease in the county, on the dangers of 
domination by trades unions. 

fine attempt to promote a return to the 
atmosphere of reality and common-sense was 
made by Alderman E. W. Langford (Mayor of 
Hereford and  ex-President of the National 
Farmers’ Union), who said that members of the 
committee were not judging the matter on its 
merits because it was prejudiced against trade 
unions. The City Council felt that, whatever it 
cost them, it was going to safeguard the health 
of the citizens even if the members of the County 
Council thought so little of the residents in the 
county. If one case of tuberculosis broke oul 
in the county it would cost much more than the 
committee was trying to save in salary, and, in 
his opinion, none of the three candidates inter- 
viewed was capable of filling the post. 

Despite Alderman Langford’s plea, however, 
the report of the Diseases of Animals Committee 
was lost by 15 votes to 10, and the committee 
will now have to reconsider the matter. 


CENTRAL VETERINARY SOCIETY’S 
PROGRAMME 


The Secretary of the Central Division, N.V.M.A., 
informs us that the officers of the Society antici- 


pate that the remainder of the session 1933-34 ° 


will be of quite exceptional interest and that the 
following programme of papers” has _ been 
arranged, additional to the announcement made 
in our notices column:. 

March.—* Every-day Problems Encountered in 
Feline Practice.” Misses Shedlock, Lock and 
Jordan. 

April.“ Dystokia in the Bitch.” 
Wright and Captain Dunlop Martin. 

May.-—* Diseases of Fur-bearing Animals Bred 
for Commercial Purposes in this Country.” Pro- 
fessor Tom Hare and Mr. Henry Gray. 

June,—* The Diagnosis of Heart Disease in the 
Horse.” Professor J. McCunn. 


Professor 


SMITHFIELD * MALPRACTICES ” CASE 
During the past week advertisements have 
appeared in the public Press stating that a reward 
of £50 is offered for evidence that will lead to 
the conviction of any person or persons respon- 
sible for alleged malpractices that disqualified 

certain bullocks at the recent Smithfield Show. 


ROY AL SANI TARY INSTITU TE CONGRE SS 


The ini Congress is this year to be held at 
Bristol, from July 9th to 14th. The Congress is 
being organised by the Royal Sanitary Institute 
at the invitation of the Corporation and_ the 
University of Bristol. The Treasurer and Pro- 
Chancellor of the University, Dr. Stanley H. 
Badock, is the President of the Congress. 

Many aspects of public health administration 
wiil be discussed at this “ Health Congress,” and 
it is expected that there will be a large attendance 
of members and officers of local authorities and 
other public bodies in Great Britain and many 
other countries. 

The work of the Health Congress will be 
divided into sections, which will include Veter- 
inary Hygiene, Preventive Medicine, and Hygiene 
of Food. 

A large Exhibition will be arranged in connec- 
aoe with the Health Congress, in the Colston 
Hall. 


H.M. STATIONERY OFFICE PUBLICATIONS 
The undermentioned have been published 
recently. Copies can be purchased through any 
bookseller, or directly from H.M. Stationery 
Office, at the following addresses: London: 
Adastral House, Kingsway, W.C.2, and 28, Abing- 
don Street, S.W.1; Cardiff: 1, St. Andrew’s 
Crescent; Manchester: York Street; Edinburgh: 
120, George Street. 
Price’ Post 
Net. Free. 
ie a6 
SCIENTIFIC AND INDUSTRIAL 
RESEARCH: — 
Water Pollution Research:—— 
Summary of Current Litera- 
ture :— 
Vol. vii. No. 1. January, 
1934. Abstracts Nos. 1-125. 
(47-81-1-34) ... nae Me) 26 2 3 
AGRICULTURE FOR SCOTLAND, 
DEPARTMENT OF:-—— 
Agricultural Statistics, 1932:— 
Vol. xxi. Part If. Prices of 
Grain, Livestock, and other 
Agricultural Produce and re- 





quirements in Seotland. 
(49-7-2-32) _... eee mt 0 6 0) 7 
Correspondence 


Letters to the Editor should reach the Office not later than by the 
first post on Tuesday morning for insertion in following Saturday's issue. 
All correspondence must bear the name and address of the con- 


tributor for publication. 
The Editor does not hold himself responsible for the opinions of 


his tee “aameael 
* *k * 


A * TU MOUR ” PROBLEM 
To THE Epiror oF THe VETERINARY RECORD 
Sir,—In reference to Mr. W. H. Brekke’s letter 
in The Veterinary Record of January 13th, 1 was 
hoping to find, in the issue of your journal re- 
ceived to-day, some communications from other 


practitioners that would throw some light on the 
subject, but nothing relating to it has appeared, 
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| fear | cannot be of much assistance to Mr. 
Brekke, but I thought the following might interest 
him, and others. 

About three years ago, a farmer, living about 
ten miles from the city, brought me an aged dark 
brown cob, suffering from tumours, some of 
which were rubbed raw by the harness. The 
only way I can describe the tumours is to say 
that they varied in size from that of a pea to 
that of an orange, and that it would be impossible 
to find any portion of the skin measuring six 
inches square that was not involved—they were 
simply all over the animal. If operation were 
attempted, it would mean removing 50 per cent. 
of the skin; whilst if communicating lymphatics 
were to be removed practically no skin would 
be left. Luekily the animal was not of much 
value and I advised destruction. I did not have 
the tumours examined, but I thought that they 
were of the botriomycotic type. 

The only suggestion | can make to Mr. Brekke 
is to operate as quickly as possible and as often 
as necessary. 

1 would also think it advisable to make an 
autogenous vaccine from the pus centres. 

I cannot remember ever having much success 
with the internal administration of potassium 
iodide in less virulent cases. 

Yours faithfully, 
H. T. Ryan. 

Cork. 

oes 20th, 19 oe. 


THE DIAGNOSIS OF -PYLORIC STENOSIS 
IN THE DOG 

To THe Eprror or THe VETERINARY RECORD 

Sir,—The concluding sentence of Major 
Hamilton Kirk’s letter in to-day’s issue of The 
Velerinary Record interests me greatly. We are 
both actuated by the same desire! Since he 
queries my diagnosis whilst paying me the com- 
pliment of suggesting that he does not doubt my 
truthfulness, M: jor Kirk’s letter deserves the 
courtesy of a reply. 

The diagnosis of pyloric stenosis requires no 
uncanny methods and does not present the diffi- 
culties Major Kirk imagines if one does not over- 
look the obvious in looking for the obscure! He 
describes some of the symptoms very accurately 
in his recorded case. 

The diagnostic symptoms of pyloric stenosis, 
as I read them, are: arching of the neck, stridor, 
retching (not necessarily with vomiting, unless 
food has been taken), rapid loss of flesh from 
starvation, complete emptiness of the intestines 
and, perhaps most important of all, ballooning 
of the stomach. ! 

One of Major Kirk’s statements is correct: the 
presence of gas in this viscus renders the stomach 
visible by radiography and sels up the charac- 
teristic churning movements. Why should it be 
impossible to record these churning movements 
on a film? They are plainly visible to the naked 
eye, as has been demonstrated to me by two of 
the most able and experienced radiographers 
alive, and are as easily discernible as peristalsis, 
which is constantly shown on the screen. 

As the intestines are empty the balivoning of 
the stomach is easily palpable behind the 
diaphragm, whilst another not infrequent indica- 
tion of this symptom is discomfort in recumbency. 

May I crave space to cite three typical cases, 
taken at random from my case-book? 

(1) A bull terrier, the property of a Brighton 
doctor, brought to me on September 10th, 1924, 
with a history of swallowing splinters of wood, 
followed by vomition for several days and the 
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regurgitation of blood-stained, frothy mucus. 
The neck was occasionally arched, with stridor 
and rigors. There was rapid loss of flesh. The 
bowels were empty, and gastric tympany was in 
evidence. Passage of ‘the probang —— 
absence of any cesophageal obstruction, but w 
followed by eructation of a large amount of pig 
This gave temporary relief from very obvious 
pain. I diagnosed pyloric stenosis: confirmed 
at the owner’s request by radiography, which 
revealed pyloric occlusion and _ ballooned 
stomach, with characteristic churning move- 
ments. The dog was left in the infirmary with 
the owner’s permission to perform gastrotomy 
and Loreta’s operation for dilatation of the 
pylorus if the case did not respond to palliative 
treatment. Treatment adopted was mainly 
dietetic—feeding on whey, then junket, then (as 
recovery proceeded) whole milk. The patient 
was discharged convalescent on September 25th. 
tecovery was complete by October 22nd. 

(2) A Labrador retriever, with a history of 
feeding on mutton-chop bones. Symptoms as 
above. Treatment similar. . Discharged after a 
week’s treatment, at owner’s wish, with instruc- 
tion to feed entirely on milk. Two days later 
the dog stole a big feed of chicken meal in the 
evening and was found dead in the kennel next 
morning. Post-mortem revealed almost complete 
occlusion of the pylorus and an enormously dis- 
tended stomach. All the other organs were 
healthy. Death apparently was due to gastric 
tympany. 

(3) A Dalmatian dog who swallowed a sharp 
bone on December 30th, 1930, severely wounding 
his throat. Under treatment until December 19th. 
On January 3rd, 1931, the owner reported the 
dog to be losing condition and frequently vomil- 
ing. I diagnosed pyloric stenosis and suggested 
Loreta’s operation, but permission was refused 
by the owner. On January 16th, at the owner’s 
request, I anesthetised the dog and passed the 
proba as he suspected oesophageal obstruc- 
tion. All was clear in the cesophagus. On 
January 18th radiography revealed pyloric 
stenosis with gastric tympany and characteristic 
churning movements. On January 23rd the owner 
shot the dog. Post-mortem showed almost com- 
plete pyloric stenosis. 

Faithfully yours, 
Davin Eric WILKINSON. 

Oakwood, 

Chigwell, 
Essex. 
ee 20th, Same 


THE WILLIAM WOODS PRESENTATION 
To THE Eprror oF THE VETERINARY RECORD 


Sir,—As you have published an account of a 
presentation made to me at the Manchester 
University on my retirement from the position 
of Lecturer, may I ask your hospitality for a few 
lines in which to express my deep appreciation 
to those who were unable to be present to do 
me this honour, as also to the considerable 
number, assembled from scattered parts of the 
country, even from Scotland. I am informed 
that every living member holding the D.V.S.M. 
(Vict.), with the exception of three who are 
abroad, subscribed, and IT want to assure them 
all that the expression of affection has indeed 
reached my heart. Thank you all, so much. 

Yours obediently, 
Wm. Woops. 

Brentwood, 

Wigan. 

January 20th, 1934. 








